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Write Around the Valley
September 2020

 

R.H. Herron (Rachael Herron) will
present a special workshop: “Get the
Attention You Deserve: Queries,
Synopses, and Blurbs” at the Tri-
Valley Writers September meeting.
Getting editors or agents to notice
you and your work in their cluttered
email inboxes is a challenge.

Rachael will talk about queries,
synopses, and blurbs, and we’ll learn
how they’re not scary but actually
doable! In this workshop, you’ll have
time to practice and to work on
some of your own book
descriptions.  So have your blurbs
and queries on hand.  Leave this
session feeling more confident than
ever about your craft!

R.H. Herron is the internationally
bestselling author of more than two
dozen books in a variety of genres,

 

Rachael Herron
Author and

Publicity Expert
 

Presents a
Workshop

September 19
2:00 p.m.
via Zoom

"Get The Attention
You Deserve:

Queries, Synopses,
and Blurbs"
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including thrillers, mainstream
fiction, feminist romance, memoir,
and nonfiction about writing. She
received her MFA in writing from
Mills College, Oakland, and she
teaches writing extension workshops
at both UC Berkeley and Stanford.
She is a proud member of the
NaNoWriMo Writer’s Board. Learn
more about R.H.Herron at
 https://rachaelherron.com/

TVW President
Jordan Bernal will send
the registration link to

all who register.

REGISTRATION DETAILS:
www.trivalleywriters.org

Meeting Cost: $10 CWC Members,
$12 non-CWC member, and $5

students (ages 14-22 w/school ID)
Reservations are required by

Thursday, September 17, 2020 to
president@trivalleywriters.org.

 

President's Message 
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 term. I hope you and your
family are well and staying safe during these
unprecedented times. While Tri-Valley Writers (TVW) is a
relatively young branch—fifteen-years-old—California
Writers Club has been going strong for over 100 years and
will continue to evolve and stay relevant to its members.
The TVW board is diligently working to provide you value
during these difficult times. Because we may not be able to
return to in-person monthly speaker meetings anytime

soon, TVW has purchased a Zoom license allowing us to host online speaker
meetings. Through the hardships of this pandemic, I see opportunity. Members,
writers, and speakers can now meet without traveling congested roadways. Our
out-of-state members can join in our online meetings. And TVW will offer a
variety of online gatherings as the term progresses. Remember, you can
access the other northern California CWC branch meetings by visiting the
NorCal website calendar at: http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/events/.

 

I want to express my gratitude to those who have volunteered to serve on the
board this year. Our branch would not be as robust and writer-friendly without
these relentless volunteers. I am honored to work with this term’s team as your
President. We have fabulous speakers lined up, but if you know of a good,
inspiring speaker please contact Program Chair, Paula Chinick.

 

Some key events this term include: 1) Our fifth anthology, Voices of the Valley:
Through the Window, will be published and available by mid-November. Look
for an order form via email in early October. 2) Winterfest—our January
meeting that highlights our members—will focus on the anthology. Here's a hint:
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Get to know your writing peers and have a chance to win prizes. 3) Our 10th
annual High School Writing Contest begins in late January. The quality of
writing each year is an inspiration. If you are interested in volunteering as a
judge, please contact Patricia Boyle.

 

Please be sure to join in our Zoom monthly speaker meetings/workshops.
Reservations and a small fee for most meetings are required. See our website
(www.trivalleywriters.org) for details. We will be drawing two names from those
who attend. These two winners will receive a $10 gift card and the opportunity
to promote themselves at the following month's online meeting.

 

If you haven't had a chance to renew your membership (renewals are due no
later than September 30), please visit our website and renew now. Don't miss
out on your TVW member benefits. Great things are happening this term, and I
hope you will join us on September 19 for a special workshop to kick off this
new term.

Jordan Bernal
President, Tri-Valley Writers

Stay Connected and Writing!

Tri-Valley Writers' Bylaws Amendment
 
Due to restrictions brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, the board of
directors created an amendment to our Bylaws in order that we can carry
out the business of the branch. The amendment needs to be voted on by the
members present at the September meeting. President Jordan Bernal sent an
email with the text of the proposed amendment to our members in August. To
review the proposed amendment, click on this link.

Zoom Room Etiquette and Tips
 

Since we will be doing a lot of Zoom meetings, we wanted to share the
information you will need to make the meetings comfortable for everyone.
Contact Jordan Bernal if you have questions. 

1. You don’t need a Zoom account to join a meeting. You don’t have to
download anything, although you can download a Zoom app for free if you like.

2. Click on the link provided in the email sent to you for the meeting/workshop.

3. You’ll see a screen asking you to “Open Zoom Meeting?” Say or click “Yes.”

4. You may see screens asking to allow Zoom to access your microphone and
camera. Say or click, “Yes.”

5. If you are early and the meeting hasn’t begun, you’ll see a screen telling you

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

mailto:vp@trivalleywriters.org?subject=TVW%20High%20School%20Contest
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GCPfzddtuvgL0E1GSpl6EK9d2rAAwZqA/view?usp=sharing
mailto:president@trivalleywriters.org?subject=Zoom%20Etiquette%20Question%20
http://eepurl.com/dKELxY
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=abc8723dbe60f917548524dcb&id=6ce394f079
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=abc8723dbe60f917548524dcb&id=6ce394f079
javascript:;


the meeting will start as soon as the host arrives. Leave the screen as it is.

6. You should be able to see the host on your screen. You might need to make
sure your camera and microphone are ON. Tip: If possible, provide lighting in
front of yourself to highlight your face. If you have lighting only behind you, you
may appear as a silhouette.

7. After you’ve entered the Zoom Room, make sure your microphone is muted.
Why? A member’s live mic will pick up nearby noises, such as a loud television,
any phone ring tones, fretful dog barks, kitchen clatter, clock chimes, etc.

8. Remember, YOU control your own screen setting. These controls are in the
upper right corner. “Gallery View” displays all attendees encased in his/her own
screenshot. “Speaker View” allots the largest box to whoever is speaking on
their live mic. If you want to be seen, click on the red line on the camera icon.
And there you are, a member of the Gallery.

9. After the speaker’s presentation, there will be a Q&A session. How? The
“chat” button at the base of your screen when clicked on can be used to write a
question for the speaker. But please refrain from using this command to chat
with pals during the presentation. Members of the gallery might note your
remarks and join the conversation, ignoring the speaker’s speech.

10. If you need to leave the meeting early, simply click on the “leave” button in
the lower right corner of your screen. Presto, you’re home again.

11. If you want your microphone on, unmute it by clicking on the microphone
icon with a red line through it. If you want your video to be on, you must click on
the video icon with a red line through it. If you'd rather not have your video on,
that's okay, but we hope you will join us with your video. If your video is off, your
name or initials will appear in your box.

12. During our meetings, while Board members and our guest speaker is
lecturing, your mic will be muted. It stays muted unless you are asked to speak
during the meeting. If we have Prompt exercises again, some people will be
asked to read their compositions, and their mic may be unmuted.

 

Membership Renewal Deadline

Unless you have renewed your membership in Tri-Valley Writers and its parent
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group, the California Writers Club (CWC), it expired on June 30, 2020 Dues are
set by CWC. For the 2020-2021 term dues are once again $45. The dual
member fee is $25. If you are already registered with another branch, please
specify which one. The student membership fee is $10. It’s easy to renew by
mail or with PayPal on our website.

Members who do not renew by the end of September will automatically be
dropped from the rolls by CWC. There is an additional $20 reinstatement fee
after that date.

Tri-Valley Writers membership brings many benefits, including critique groups, 
professional speakers, a free author bio page, free publicity about author
successes, networking possibilities, open mic nights, write-in sessions through
Sit Down and Write on Zoom, this newsletter full of resources for authors of all
genres, workshops and biannual conferences, the opportunity to be published
in our biannual anthology, the pre-publication launch group, and more. A great
value!
 

                      Don't let your membership lapse. Renew today!
 

TVW New Members
Trisha Khattar (Student)

Coralyn McGregor
Kathleen Moore

Kanchan Naik (Student)
Zaynah Shah (Student)

Welcome to TVW!
 

June Meeting Wrap-up
 

 
Jill presented a rapid-fire review of what publicity and
influence mean to today's writers. She explained that planning
publicity before the book is finished is the best way to make
sure you will be ready when opportunities arise. Her advice:
 

1. Publicity is like a garden. You plant your seeds persistently and
consistently. Start sending your press releases and announcements as early as
a year before your expected publication date. Remember that many print
outlets have production deadlines months before the issue is published.
 
2. Publicity about your book is necessary but not sufficient. Make sure your
message is always the biggest part of your press release as potential readers
are often as attracted to who the author is as they are to what the book is
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about.
 
3. Use every connection you have. Don't stop with your contacts list. Explore
how your past employment, volunteer activities, or other interests could attract
the attention of specialty media markets.
 
4. Say yes to opportunities to speak, even if you don't think you're the expert.
You can always learn!
 
5. Getting reviews of your book isn't the goal of publicity – getting readers is.
Use a multi-prong approach to get your work noticed.
 

Member Spotlight
Patricia Boyle

 

by Connie Hanstedt 

While growing up, Patricia Boyle wanted to be a teacher
and a scientist. She went on to fulfill those dreams. After
receiving a master’s degree in atmospheric science, she
joined the faculty at Southern Vermont College as a math
instructor, followed by teaching math and computer science
at Wesleyan University in Norfork, Virginia. After moving to
the west coast in 1981 (the first in her family to do so),
Patricia became a research meteorologist at the Naval
Postgraduate School in Monterey for ten years. She finally
settled in Livermore, where she taught math and science

for 18 years until retiring in 2015.
 
Although Patricia composed stories as a child, she actively pursued writing in
2009 and decided to write a novel after retiring. A Traitor in the Realm is on
track to be published by the end of 2020. She describes it as a young adult
fantasy that connects with nature and features teenage characters, prehistoric
animals, and magical creatures.
 
Patricia has also written poetry, short stories, and news articles for the
Livermore-Amador Symphony. She joined Tri-Valley Writers in 2011 and loves
being exposed to all different kinds of writing through speakers, critique groups,
and workshops. Patricia’s goals for writing have changed over time, but she
likes writing "more and more each year.” She is currently using the website
StoryWorth.com, which assigns a new question every week for short memoir
pieces. These will be published in a hardcover book for her family at the end
of the year.
 
Along with writing, Patricia enjoys reading books and analyzing how authors
create scenes, character relationships, and dialogue. Some of her favorite
young adult authors are Tamora Pierce (fantasy fiction for teens), Madeleine
L’Engle (A Wrinkle in Time), and John Flanagan (Ranger’s Apprentice Series).
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Patricia also fills her days with gardening, exercising, walking, and volunteering.
 
She wants writers to know that “You can do more than you think. Sometimes
you have to push yourself.” Besides “showing up every day, whether you feel
creative or not”, she believes that critique groups can be especially helpful. She
advises writers to be well-read and open to different ways of doing things.
 

Toolbox
Tips and Resources from TVW Members
Presented by Julie Royce and Linda Todd

 

This month, we present an article by Marilyn Dykstra about sustaining a
consistent writing schedule during the pandemic. Be sure to read through to the
end to see how you can join her Zoom writing session.
 

Writing on Zoom During the Pandemic
By Marilyn Dykstra

Are you having trouble focusing on your writing or keeping to a daily schedule
during the pandemic? If so, join other Tri-Valley writers while we sit down and
write on Zoom.

Personally, I had trouble focusing and keeping a daily writing habit even before
the pandemic. If I didn’t have a doctor or dentist appointment, then I was taking
our dogs to the vet, or shopping for groceries, or cleaning the bathrooms, or
some other mundane chore that took precedence. Besides, packing up, getting
in the car, and driving to a local café for the Tri-Valley Writers’ Sit Down and
Write seemed like too much trouble.

Fortunately, when the pandemic started, Susan Bickford with the Sisters in
Crime Northern California Chapter started Drop-in Writing on Zoom. How could
I object? I didn’t need to drive anywhere, just sit down at my computer and click
on the link to join. I found a ready-made group of writers to support my daily
writing habit, and they expected me every day at 1:00 pm. I had no more
excuses. Plus, I had the company of fellow writers who kept me accountable
every day, praised me when I completed my first composition book of writing,
encouraged me to submit my first manuscript, and clapped for me when I
announced my first rejection email.

When the Creative Writing class I teach through Livermore Adult Education
finished, I wanted to provide the same service to my students and the Tri-Valley
Writers, who could no longer Sit Down and Write at the Corner Bakery Café in
Pleasanton. So, I started Sit Down and Write on Zoom.
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We meet daily from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. We greet
each other at the start of the session, share what we plan to work on, then
focus on writing. At the end, we report on our progress. As a bonus, if your
family is sheltering in place with you, they will try not to disturb you while you’re
on Zoom. And if you’re sheltering in place alone, you have company. How can
you lose? Come for one day a week or more. Your fellow writers are waiting for
you to join.

Email  Marilyn Dykstra to get the Zoom links.

 

Do you have a tip or resource to share with your fellow writers? Contact Julie
Royce at julie@jkroyce.com for more information about submitting an article.

Patricia Boyle Selected
for Sue Tasker Service Award

 
Patricia Boyle, a past president of Tri-Valley Writers, is the
2020 recipient of the Sue Tasker Memorial Service Award.
Established to honor TVW founder Sue Tasker, the award is
given to a member who has shown loyalty, dedication, and
creative service to the branch. Patricia led the branch as
president in 2016-2018 and just finished two terms as the
newsletter editor. Having served as vice president previously,
she is once again serving in that office in the 2020-21 term.
While president, Patricia began the TVW Partners Program,
teaming a new member with a volunteer to help answer

questions about the branch and be a friendly face at meetings. Patricia has
been a champion for the High School Writing Contest, and an advocate for the
branch's youth members. She also started the Pull Up A Chair and Write
sessions at The Corner Bakery in Pleasanton. During the pandemic, an
alternate program is hosted on Zoom by Marilyn Dykstra. 
 

CWC Bulletin Help Wanted!
 

The statewide California Writers Club has an excellent publication that is
produced three times a year: It's the CWC newsletter called the Bulletin.

Actually, this high-quality document is, surprisingly, produced by just one
person: Editor-in-Chief Rusty LaGrange. Readers who inquire are sometimes
amazed that she has no staff and works all by herself.

The CWC is appealing to our statewide membership for a volunteer to help in
the production of this Bulletin. Here is what that person would do:
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Receive submissions of Bulletin articles and photos from CWC branches
Acknowledge receipt of these submissions
Accumulate all the articles in a folder for Rusty
Track which branches have submitted news and report that status to Bob
Isbill
Transfer the files to Rusty on a predetermined date
Participate in follow-up conversations with Rusty

The total time required is estimated to be four to eight hours per edition, which
is published three times per year. Anyone willing and able to help us in this
position should contact Bob Isbill risbill@aol.com with CWC Job Volunteer in
the subject line, or if you have any questions,  phone him at 760.221.6367.
 

Tri-Valley Writers Awarded

Alameda County Arts Council Grant  
 
Tri-Valley Writers was fortunate to be awarded a generous grant of $1,900 by
the Alameda County Arts Commission. The grants are awarded on a two-year
cycle to 501(c)3 arts groups within Alameda County. While completing the
application for the 2020-22 cycle, TVW discovered that although the California
Writers Club is a 501(c)3 organization, the branches are designated as 501(c)6
groups. As the official address for the CWC is not within Alameda County, TVW
would not have been eligible to apply for a grant. Fortunately, Amador Valley
Quilters became TVW's fiscal sponsor at the request of Lani Longshore, a long-
time member of Amador Valley Quilters. TVW is grateful to both the Alameda
County Arts Commission and Amador Valley Quilters for helping TVW support
the literary arts.
 

Las Positas College Foundation

Scholarship Recipient   
 
Shannon Ward is the recipient of the 2020 Tri-Valley Writers Scholarship at Las
Positas College. Shannon will be taking creative writing and literature classes in
the fall. Her poem titled “Sea” was published in the 2020 edition of Havik.

Event Calendar for NorCal
California Writers Club (CWC) Branches

 
Has your writing stalled? Got time on your hands during the  shelter-in-
place period? Check out what other Northern California CWC branches
are offering in their monthly online speaker meetings by using the NorCal
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Calendar at  www.cwcnorcalwriters.org. If you have questions about the
calendar, contact Jordan Bernal at  jordan.bernal@trivalleywriters.org.

If you decide to attend an online meeting, remember to let that branch
know you are a Tri-Valley Writers member (we're officially the Tri-Valley
branch of CWC). You are entitled to the CWC member fee (if any). Keep
Calm and Write On! 

Here is a sample of what some of the other California Writers Clubs are
offering in September:.
September 12 - Mt. Diablo:  Getting Published: You Can Be a Winning Writer

September 15 - Central Coast: The Inner Game of Writing

September 20 - Mendocino: Dialogue: Crafting Conversations in Fiction

September 23 – SF Peninsula: Author Skills—Book Coaching: The New Edit

Writing the Personal Essay
Virtual Zoom Class

Instructor: Barbara Flores
September 3 - October 8

This Zoom class teaches writing techniques to turn your essays and stories into
publication-worthy prose. Whether writing for yourself, or your family, or to
share your ideas with the world, the basics of this class will benefit all writers
from amateur to pro. Class consists of lecture, writing exercises, and class
critiques of student writing.
 
Fees: $123 for Livermore residents,  $135 for non-residents The fee includes
professional editing of your work by instructor  Barbara Flores.
 
Classes:  Six Thursdays, September 3 - October 8, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. The
course is sponsored by the Robert Livermore Community Center. 

Registration: Call 925 373-5700 or visit LARPD.ORG  There are only a few
spots left. 

Instructor Contact:  bfbarbaraflores@gmail.com

Barbara Flores is a TVW member and an award-winning, four-time published
author. She has a degree in writing and literature from Bennington College and
has taught writing to adults in the Bay Area and Florida.
 

Stem Critique Group
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Facilitator: Pat Coyle 
 

Members of the CWC Tri-Valley Branch are encouraged to participate in
critique groups to strengthen their writing and editing skills. Participation begins
by joining the Stem critique group.  This group submits material for review on
the first Tuesday of each month, then meets on the second Tuesday to critique
each other’s work.  Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. online during the pandemic.  As
the Stem group grows, smaller critique groups branch out on their own, often
specializing in a particular genre. There are several novel groups. For poets:
Contact Connie Hanstedt for information about the poetry critique group.  
 
Members work online and/or participate in face-to-face critiquing. With both
formats, there is a commitment for reciprocity. Participants who submit
materials commit to reading and critiquing the materials submitted by others.
 
The Tri-Valley Writers Stem Critique Group is a member benefit. Members may
submit pieces of up to 2500 words. Our guidelines include:

1. Provide a critique that is constructive to the author, i.e., point out what works
with the piece, what might be confusing or what gives the reader pause. If the
author has requested feedback on specific items, try to provide it.

2. Receive each critique graciously. There is no need to explain, persuade, or
defend your writing. This critique process is an opportunity to find out if readers
would have a problem understanding what you, as the writer, are trying to
convey.

3. Do not re-write another writer’s story. Allow the writer to keep their story
intact. Only offer suggestions for improvement.

4. Stem Group is a great place to learn about the critiquing process. For more
information, contact Pat at critique@ trivalleywriters.org.

 

Member Success 
Publications:

Rose Owens' Maryalise and the Snatched Fairy, (published
8/5/2020) is the third book in her middle-grade fantasy trilogy.
Maryalise is a young fairy with extraordinary magical abilities
and determination. Is her magic strong enough to escape the
evil she encounters in the Fairytale Dimension? Can she help
the Cheshire Cat get his middle parts back? Can she rescue
her friend William?
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The Mona Lisa Sisters (published 8/14/2020) is George
Cramer’s debut novel. An historical fiction novel of Lura
Grisham Meyer. Wealth cannot protect Lura from the tragedies
that befall her in the late nineteenth century. She voyages to
Paris after months as a recluse in Grisham Manor. There Lura
finds new purpose in life when she meets two American girls
who face a tragedy of their own. 

 
Shelley Lee Riley's Into Madness (published 8/15/2020), a
coming of age story, is the first book in The Born from Stone
Saga. When Princess Ravin Carolingian and her mother are
imprisoned by their archenemy, King Grigorii, the full depth of
his depravity is revealed. Ravin vows to save the Carolingian
people from Grigorii’s evil dominion. In the process, she
becomes an unwilling participant in a nine-hundred-year-old
prophecy where the line between human and beast blurs. 
 

Jordan Bernal‘s The Keepers of Alba (published 9/1/2020)
is the second book in her Celtic Dragonriders series. Devan
Fraser is thrust into the middle of a deadly conflict, decades in
the making. She finds herself in a desperate race against time.
Can she decipher the obscure meanings outlined in an ancient
prophecy and escape a crazed madman before feuding clans
destroy Scotland? Is the magic that sustains all dragonkind
destined for extinction?

 

Paula Chinick‘s Living in War (published 9/11/2020) is the third
novel in her Red Asscher series. In Living in Fear, Anya
escaped capture from the Japanese in Shanghai. In Living in
Turmoil, she traded a precious heirloom to save her partner,
Commander Macdonald Benson. Now, in Living in War, she is
asked to accept a new assignment. The catch is she must trek
through the steamy and treacherous Chinese jungle. 

 
Awards:

 
Vee Byram's novel, Song Of Latvia, won the Gold Award in Best Ebook Cover
and Silver Award in Historical Literature Fiction—Contemporary.
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 George Cramer placed in four categories in the
Public Safety Writers Association 2020 writing
contest. 
Flash Fiction Non-Published First Place  - "Joe"
Flash Fiction Non-Published Third Place -
"Welcome Home"

Short Story Non-Published Honorable Mention - "Hard Time"
Fiction Book Non-Published Fourth Place - A Tale of Robbers and Cops

In the weeks to come, George will post his flash-fiction stories, “Joe” and
“Coming Home”  to his webpage followed in three parts by the short story “Hard
Time” was the inspiration for a chapter in A Tale of Robbers and
Cops. https://gdcramer.com/

 

 
Connie Hanstedt's poem, "Layers," was awarded Honorable
Mention in the Non-rhyming Poetry category of the 89th Annual
Writer’s Digest Writing Competition. Also, Connie's chapbook,
Treading Water, was named a finalist in Blue Light Press's 2020
chapbook contest.

 
Julaina Kleist-Corwin's "The C Word" (the first chapter in her
soon-to-be-published My Mother's Cancer: What Worked and
What Didn't) is featured in Rising Stars, which is a compilation
of short pieces by Donna Kozik now available for  Kindle on
Amazon."

 
 

If you have a member success you'd like to share, please send an email to
Jordan at president@trivalleywriters.org. Remember, writers support writers.
Send along your congratulations to your fellow Tri-Valley Writers members.

Upcoming TVW Meetings

October 17

Pauline Wiles - Website Designer 
November 21
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Gina L. Mulligan - Author 
 

 

    Writing Events and Opportunities
by A.M. Manay 

Disclaimer: CWC Tri-Valley makes writing and educational opportunities available as

a courtesy to members but does not endorse or recommend external events. 

Request for Information
Covid-19 has changed our world. Many opportunities for Webinars and Events
are now available online. If you discover one that would be of interest to Tri-
Valley Writers membership, please send details to
newsletter@trivalleywriters.org.

 
Events

San Francisco Writers Conference

Writing for Change: Worldwide Online Conference

September 7 through 13

The San Francisco Writers Conference (SFWC) presents an online conference
for writers ready to make a difference. Meet authors, agents, editors, and
publishing professionals. For details go to the SFWC Writing for Change
website.

Crafting Evocative Prose, Part Two:
The Metaphor Machine

Jane C. Cleland
September 12, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Free Internet one-hour workshop “Crafting Evocative Prose, Part Two: The
Metaphor Machine." It will cover a six-step process designed to help
writers create metaphors that illuminate complex or abstract concepts by
translating them into concrete, striking images that resonate with readers.

If you’re interested, sign up at Jane Cleland's website, and you'll receive
information to access the workshop.
 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

mailto:newsletter@trivalleywriters.org?subject=event%20information
https://www.sfwriters.org/
https://sfwritingforchangeworldwide.org/
https://mailchi.mp/0600de95a11f/evocative-prose-2
http://eepurl.com/dKELxY
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=abc8723dbe60f917548524dcb&id=6ce394f079
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=abc8723dbe60f917548524dcb&id=6ce394f079
javascript:;


 

Mt. Diablo Branch Californa Writers Club Virtual Meeting
Presentor: Joan Gelfand

September 12, 2020 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Joan Gelfand will discuss “Getting Published: You Can Be a Winning
Writer."  She will explain the four C’s of successful authors: craft, commitment,
community, and confidence. She will discuss how to build a writer’s resume,
tips for creating a writing community to advance your publishing goals, a plan
for working with confidence challenges, and a toolkit for fiction, nonfiction, and
poetry.

Gelfand is the author of three poetry collections, including an award-winning
chapbook and the bestseller You Can Be A Winning Writer.  Her debut
novel Extreme was published in July. 2020. She has taught the “Winning
Writer” approach at the San Francisco Writing Salon, OLLIE Life Learning, the
SF Writers Conference, and at workshops around the country.

Writers Table begins at 10:00 am. “Writing for a Cause: Finding Purpose in Your
Writing” will be presented by Lucinda Jackson and Jill Hedgecock, moderated
by John Schembra.

Meeting cost: $10 Members and Guests.

Register online at https://cwcmtdiablo.org/current-cwc-mt-diablo-meeting/  After
registering you will receive a link to join the Zoom meeting.

Mt. Diablo Website: http://cwcmtdiablowriters.org.

 

Mechanics Institute and San Francisco Writers Conference 
Mechanics Institute and the San Francisco Writers Conference are teaming up
to present online classes. See the San Francisco Writers Conference online
class web page for full class details, fees, and registration information.
 

Classes available:
How to Write a Memoir: From Idea to Publication
A conversation with Emily Freeman, Louise Naver, and Lindsey Crittenden
Friday, September 04, 2020 – 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 
Members and Public Free

Write Your Artist Statement Boot Camp a class with Lyzette Wanzer
Saturday, September 12, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
$49/MI Members #39
 
Turn Your Passions into Paychecks:
Write and Sell Feature Articles to Newspapers and Magazines
Friday, September 18, 2020 – 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Zoom meeting, Class fee is $99 ($79 for MI members)

Video archives of WRITERS TALK sessions are also available. 
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Contests

 
Dogwood

Literary Awards
Deadline: September 5, 2020

Dogwood awards three prizes of $1,000 plus publication for a poem, a short
story, and an essay. Submit up to three poems totaling no more than 10 pages
or up to 22 pages of prose with a $10 entry fee. See the website for details.

 
Cave Canem Foundation

Toi Derricotte & Cornelius Eady Chapbook Prize
Deadline: September 15, 2020 

 

Cave Canem awards a prize valued at approximately $2,500 for a poetry
chapbook by a Black poet. Submit a manuscript of 25 to 30 pages with a $12
entry fee. See the website for details.

 

Travelers’ Tales
Solas Award

Deadline: September 21, 2020 
 

Travelers’ Tales awards a prize of $1,000 plus publication for a travel essay.
Submit an essay of 750 to 5,500 words with a $25 entry fee. All entries are
considered for publication. See the website for details.

 

Red Hen Press
Fiction Award

Deadline: September 30, 2020
 

Red Hen Press awards a prize of $1,000 plus publication for a short story
collection or a novel. Submit a manuscript of at least 150 pages with a $25
entry fee. See the website for details.

 

Dzanc Books
Prize for Fiction

Deadline: September 30, 2020
 

Dzanc Books awards a prize of $5,000 plus publication for a novel. Submit a
manuscript of at least 40,000 words and a brief synopsis with a $25 entry fee.
See the website for details.
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San Diego Poetry Annual
Steve Kowit Poetry Prize

Deadline: October 15, 2020
 

San Diego Poetry Annual awards a prize of $1,000 plus publication  and an
invitation to read at an award ceremony for a single poem. Submit a poem of
any length with a $15 entry fee. See the website for details.
 

 

Sixfold
Poetry and Short Story Awards

Deadline: October 24, 2020
 

Sixfold awards two prizes of $1,000 each plus publication for a group of poems
and a short story. Submit up to five poems totaling no more than 10 pages or
up to 20 pages of prose with a $5 entry fee. See the website for details.

 
 

Cloudbank Books
Vern Rutsala Book Prize

Deadline: October 31, 2020
 

Cloudbank Books awards a prize of $1,000 plus publication for a collection of
poetry, flash fiction, or a combination of the two. Submit a manuscript of 60 to
90 pages with a $25 entry fee. See the website for details.
 

Opportunities
  
NaNoWriMo’s Young Writers Program works with more than 100,000 students
and educators to help students develop a love for writing.  As many educators
and students prepare for the challenge of learning remotely this school year,
we’re making sure we’re ready to partner with them.  Help support these
incredible teachers and students.
Become a $5 monthly donor to support young writers.
 

 
 

Member Benefits

Beta Reader Co-op: Janie Hodges 
Poetry Feedback: Connie Hanstedt
Short Story Feedback Leader: Ed Miracle
Launch Team: J.D. Lasica
Social Media Group: Julaina Kleist-Corwin 
Youth Critique Group: Deborah 'Jordan' Bernal 
Stem Critique Group: Pat Coyle
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Poetry Critique Group: Connie Hanstedt
Open Mic: Deborah 'Jordan' Bernal
Pull Up a Chair and Write: Patricia Boyle
Sit Down and Write on Zoom: Marilyn Dykstra 

2020-2021 Volunteers
Elected Officers
President: Deborah 'Jordan' Bernal president@trivalleywriters.org
Vice President: Patricia Boyle  vp@trivalleywriters.org
Secretary: Lani Longshore secretary@trivalleywriters.org
Treasurer: Connie Hanstedt treasurer@trivalleywriters.org
 
Presidential Appointments
Membership: Violet Carr Moore membership@trivalleywriters.org 
Newsletter Editor: Rose Owens  newsletter@trivalleywriters.org
Programs: Paula Chinick programs@trivalleywriters.org
Publicity: Elaine Drew publicity@trivalleywriters.org
Central Board: Deborah Bernal  president@trivalleywriters.org
NorCal:TBD

Committee Coordinators
2020 Anthology: Gary Lea anthology@trivalleywriters.org
2021 Conference Project Leader: Yvonne Carder
Accreditation: Violet Carr Moore  membership@trivalleywriters.org
Beta Reader Group Co-op: Janie Hodges beta-readers@trivalleywriters.org
Biographer(s): Kathy Urban biographer@trivalleywriters.org
Critique Group Facilitators:
   Patricia Boyle
   Pat Coyle, Stem Group critique@trivalleywriters.org
   Connie Hanstedt, Poetry Critique Group Connie Hanstedt
   Lani Longshore
   Violet Carr Moore
Editors: Marilyn Dykstra, and Patricia Boyle
Facebook: Juhi Kunde
Feedback Panel: Ed Miracle  feedback@trivalleywriters.org
High School Writing Contest: Patricia Boyle vp@trivalleywriters.org
Historian: Susan O'Leary
Launch Team: J.D. Lasica launchteam@trivalleywriters.org
MRMS Administrator: Sharon Svitak
Open Mic: Deborah 'Jordan' Bernal openmic@trivalleywriters.org
Photographer: Patrick Coyle
Pull Up a Chair and Write Coordinator: Patricia Boyle
Sit Down and Write on Zoom: Marilyn Dykstra
Social Media: Julaina Kleist-Corwin
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Toolbox: Julie Royce and Linda Todd
Website Coordinator: Gary Kumfert website@trivalleywriters.org

      
Copyright © 2020-2021 Tri-Valley Writers

All rights reserved.
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CWC Tri-Valley Branch
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