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Tuesday, November 17 
Alka Joshi 

 
Please join us as Alka Joshi discusses her bestselling novel and soon-to-be 
television series, The Henna Artist .  
 
Born in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India, Alka Joshi has lived in the U.S. since the 
age of nine. She graduated from Stanford University and worked in the 
fields of advertising and PR before starting her own advertising and 
marketing consultancy in 1995. In 2011, she obtained her MFA in Creative 
Writing from the California College of Arts in San Francisco, California. The 
Henna Artist  is her first novel. 

 
Tuesday, December 15, 6pm 
CCW Holiday Party on Zoom 

 
In a normal year, your CCW Executive Committee would be busy planning our annual December holiday potluck: 
lining up a venue, checking our supply of name badges and paper plates, and spreading the word. 

But this is not a normal year. Thus, we’re planning a fun and engaging holiday get-together via Zoom. We know you 
desperately miss the socializing at our in-person meetings and special events—so do we! But until Monterey County 
moves out of the purple tier in the state’s pandemic ranking system, large, in-person gatherings are not going to 
happen .  

So, we’re exploring innovative ways to mix and mingle online. This 
could be a Zoom party game. Zoom break-out rooms. Or an easy, 
fun writing challenge. Watch your email and the December issue of 
Scribbles for details. With apologies to Elvis Presley: 

We’ll have a Zoom Christmas with Covid. 
We’ll be on Zoom just cursing at Covid. 
Decorations of red on a green facial mask, 
Won’t be the same dear, but there’s no 
choice, alas. 
  
And when those Zoom meetings start 
calling, 

That’s when this Zoom season is galling. 
We’d be doing all right with a potluck and lights, 
But we’re stuck with a Zoom, Zoom, Zoom Christmas. 
 
Thanks to Joyce Krieg for this enticing write-up! 
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CCW President’s Letter 
By Sharon Law Tucker 

 

     All about November 
 

 

I love November. With leaves changing colors, shadows appearing where once there were flat contrasts, sculptures 
appear in barren tree branches. It’s that in-between time, long past summer and not yet winter. This is when 
Persephone leaves earth and descends into the Underworld to sit on her throne beside Hades. A time when her 
mother, Electra, weeps for the loss of her daughter and the ground grows cold and barren. 

November means Thanksgiving, turkey, and all the trimmings. I start thinking about baking cookies and look forward 
to the holidays. November is a time to reflect and give thanks. For many, this has been an extremely difficult year. In 
spite of Covid-19, unrest across the country, the election and so much controversy, we need to take a moment to 
reflect and look at some of the positive ways our lives have been Impacted. I see families spending more time 
together as many of those employed adjust to working from home. Parents are learning how to better support their 
kids through distance learning, playing family games, and spending quality time with their families. Teachers and 
administrators are becoming more creative in ways to provide effective education through digital learning. It’s a time 
of innovation as technology meets the needs of a changing world and entrepreneurs rise to the challenge of finding 
new and better ways to provide products and services. 

Having spent so much of the last nine months at home, I started a Victory Garden planting seeds and seedlings in 
flower pots on my patio. I enjoyed a bounty of tomatoes, potatoes, beets, several varieties of squash and herbs. It 
took me back to my roots growing up on a farm near Jacks Peak where we milked our cow, churned butter, made 
Monterey Jack Cheese, baked cookies, and pulled taffy to give as gifts for the coming holiday season. 

This year, Thanksgiving may be different for many of us. The traditional gathering will probably not happen in my 
family. Several family members are at risk and are not venturing out. While we may not celebrate in the usual way, 
perhaps it’s helping us to reflect on what is really important and appreciate the simple things in life like waking up 
each morning, enjoying that first cup of coffee, writing that next paragraph in a new manuscript, and simply being 
alive to enjoy another day. When you reduce everything down, it doesn’t get much better than that, does it? 

 

Many blessings of the day, 

Sharon Law Tucker 
 

 
 
 

The CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB is a 501(c)(3) educational nonprofit, dedicated to educating members 
 and the public-at-large in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work. 
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Speaker Report 
Nancy Middleton 

 
 

BOOKTOBERFEST 2020 
 
 
Like every other event in 2020, CCW’s annual Booktoberfest looked and felt a bit different this year. What wasn’t 
different, however, was the impressive display of writing talent from members who read from their recently 
published books. (Click on each title for a link to Amazon. Better yet, you can purchase many of these titles from 
local booksellers such as Bookworks and Artisana Gallery in Pacific Grove, River House books at Carmel Crossroads, 
and Salinas Records and Books in Old Town Salinas.) 
 
Dale Presson started the program off with a reading from his historical novel We Ain't Okies . Dale’s thorough 
research was evident in the novel’s realistic dialogue and compelling storyline of a Dust Bowl family being stopped 
by California border police intent on keeping “bums” and “radicals” from entering the state. 
 
Kymberlie Calkins Ingalls read her short story “Jangled” from the anthology Sunset Sunrise: A Collection of Endings 
& Beginnings , published by the Redwood City branch of CWC. Lyrical and haunting, the story follows the thoughts 
of a woman contemplating suicide, worn down by love and life. 
 
Joanna FitzPatrick read a poignant excerpt from her biographical novel Katherine Mansfield , featuring the main 
character and her friend Virginia Woolf as they bolster and critique each other’s writing. A wistful Katherine 
laments her inability to complete a novel due to her frequent illnesses.  
 
Barbara Siebeneick read from her cozy mystery set in Monterey, Silent Sorrow . The excerpt offers up snappy 
dialogue and plenty of local references, including Red’s Donuts, as police officers question a local witness who’s 
discovered the dead body of a woman on Del Monte Beach. 
 
Joyce Krieg read from Pacific Grove at Your Feet , published by Pacific Grove Books. Well-researched and lightly 
humorous in tone, Joyce’s guide deftly weaves observations on local history and marine life with practical 
directions for hiking various coastal trails on the peninsula.  
 
Jeanette Nicely read from Warrior Rising , book two of her fantasy series about a group of women who escape 
slavery and thrive on their own to become a tribe of warrior women. In the excerpt, a young woman preparing to 
go through the right of passage to join the tribe is kidnapped by three men but eventually plots her escape. 
 
Duncan Clarke closed the event with a reading from his novel A Little Rebellion Is a Good Thing: Troubles at 
Traymore College. Set at a women’s college during 1969-70, the novel features a young professor who aims to 
expose the college president’s violations of civil liberties and ultimately oust him with support from the dean and 
students. 
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Announcements 
 

New CCW members 
Say hello to new members Jen Ghastin, Julie Hanks, and Frank Sanchez. 

 

 

Member Congratulations 
Member J. L. Nicely's third novel, The Ascendancy of Warriors,  concludes her epic fantasy series. 
The books follow the multi-generational lives of the descendants of a group of women who 
escaped the atrocities of slavery into an ancient forest. They survive and thrive, to form a clan of 
women warriors. The story follows Seanna, a solitary warrior and elite fighter from the Womara 
clan, as men's regions are on the brink of peace. She leads a quest to unite their realms under a 
powerful new alliance and stands ready to fulfill an ancestor's prophecy through her lineage 
warriors, which will define a new time for the Womara clan and the men who love them. Available 
at Amazon.com. 

Member Lorraine Comanor’s essay “Walking with Birds,”  published in Boulevard  last year, was listed as a notable in 
Best American Essays 2020. Way to go, Lorraine! 

If you would like to see your newly-published work featured here, or if your writing earned public praise or an award, 
please send information to Christine Sleeter (newsletter editor) at csleeter@gmail.com. We’d love to feature your 
accomplishments in the monthly newsletter! 
 

Virtual Open Mic November 4 
Reading your work aloud before an audience – virtual or live – provides loads of benefits. Listen for the rhythm of 
your words, watch audience reactions, feel the impact of your writing. This free event is open to all writers, 
regardless of genre or experience. Zoom meeting Wednesday, November 4 (1st Wednesday of the month), 6pm to 
8pm. Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Scotts Valley Library. Reserve your seat: 
santacruzpl.libcal.com/event/6750880. For more information: contact June Langhoff, junelanghoff@gmail.com 
 

Club Calendar 
Did you know that club events are posted on a club calendar that you can access from our webpage 
( centralcoastwriters.org)? The link for the calendar  is near the top of the menu on the right. If you ever wonder when 
the next meeting is, or the next workshop, or anything else that pertains directly to the club, look there! 

 
Schedule of Events for the Rest of 2020 

Mark your calendars so you don’t miss CCW’s upcoming events for the rest of the year! Watch for more information and a Zoom 
link coming from Sharon! 

November 10 - 5-Minute Reader Event (6pm on Zoom) 
November 17 - CCW Presentation by Alka Joshi (6pm on Zoom) 
December 15 - Holiday Party (6pm on Zoom) 

 
Judges Needed for Two Writing Contests  

CCW sponsors a high school writing contest each year for Monterey County schools. This takes place during the new year from 
February through March. Judges devote a few days during March to read and judge the 100+ entries. We offer cash prizes to the 
six winners and publish their stories on our webpage. 
  
During late December and early January is a nationwide event administered by Scholastic Art and Writing Contest. There are 
thousands of entries, and writing clubs such as ours provide the judges. We ask sixteen of our members (and four alternates) to 
devote a few hours to read some great writing from our young writers. For our efforts, Scholastic pays us $2500 which is a significant part 
of our budget.  
 
Volunteers for both events  can contact Dennis Hamilton at: Hamilton-dennis@att.net (email), or 831-643-5093 (phone).  
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Member Profile 

By Michelle Smith 

 

 

“Her Secret Dream” 

Mary Smathers 

 
San Francisco Bay Area native Mary K. Smathers graduated from UC Berkeley with a bachelor’s in Latin American 

studies followed by two master’s degrees in education from Stanford University. After a 30-year career in education, 

she returned to writing full-time. “I remember having a huge imagination, living in my own dream world in my 

backyard and garage playroom,” Mary says of her youth. “But I stopped writing stories and poems in about eighth 

grade, because the school program encouraged only literary analysis.” 

Mary recalls how she felt ridiculed after inquiring about creative writing assignments and being told by her tenth 

grade English teacher that they were not part of the curriculum. Her interest in writing undaunted, however, she later 

wrote for her college and graduate school newspapers. As an English teacher, she made sure to include creative 

writing in her curricula. 

As an educational entrepreneur, Mary helped found three education companies as well as the Charter School of 

Morgan Hill, now in its 19th year. She and her husband owned an after-school tutoring company that offered a 

unique combination of English and math tutors paired with instructional software for in-person, individualized 

learning. Eventually, in the 2000s and early 2010s, the couple implemented remote learning via company computers 

they provided to their students, “well before Zoom and distance learning,” Mary notes. 

Eight years ago, Mary added Costa Rica as a part-time residence where she lives half the year. She started writing 

travel blogs and cookbooks for family members as well as feature articles for a regional bilingual newspaper. In 2016, 

she published a collection of short stories titled Fertile Soil: Stories of the California Dream , highlighting the resilient 

human spirit of hard-working Californians from different walks of life. In October 2017, Mary joined CCW after our 

past president Laurie Sheehan invited her to showcase her book at Booktoberfest. “I met lovely people right from the 

beginning.” Mary’s “secret dream,” however, was to write fiction. This past July, she published her debut novel titled 

In This Land of Plenty, a family saga steeped in California history and for which she created a full 250-year family tree. 

She also plans to write a collection of children’s books featuring animals inspired by the Costa Rican rain forest, 

jungle, and seaside. 

As a self-taught writer, Mary advises all writers to edit their work multiple times before seeking the services of a 

professional editor. “You will never regret it. The payoff is amazing. To see your work in print and have others love 

your characters as much as you do is so gratifying!” 

Mary’s website is marysmathers.com.  
 

Michelle Smith’s articles have been published in a variety of magazines. Her website is 
theebonyquill.com.  
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The Poetry Corner 

By Nancy Jacobs 

 

 
 
Gregory Corso 
 

 
 

 
Gregory Corso was born Nunzio Corso on March 26, 
1930, in St. Vincent's Hospital, Little Italy, New York. He 
later became Gregory Corso, of the famed Beat 
Generation poets based in San Francisco. Getting to 
San Francisco was an interesting journey. His mother, 
who was sixteen when she gave birth, abandoned her 
son after a year and returned to Italy. He then went in 
and out of foster homes and orphanages. His father 
remarried and tried to help him, but Gregory kept 
running away. The only real help he got was from the 
Catholic Church. He was basically a street urchin who 
racked up many charges with the police. It was one of 
these arrests that changed his life because he was sent 
to Clinton Prison where they had a huge library for the 
prisoners. Corso found that he loved poetry; prison 
was where he started to write.  
 
Corso’s last prison stay was in 1950. That year, he met 
Allen Ginsberg at a bar in Greenwich Village, and the 
rest is history. In 1952, he worked for the L.A. 
Examiner, then served his country as a Merchant 
Marine. In 1954 he attended Harvard unofficially; 
there, students contributed to the publication of his 
first work, The Vestal Lady on a Brattle and Other 
Poems . Corso spent a lot of time in the Harvard library 
reading, and while there, he published in The Harvard 
Advocate in 1954. In 1956, he joined Ginsberg, Jack 
Kerouac, William Burroughs, and other members of the 
Beat Movement in San Francisco. The Beat Movement 
was a literary revolution in America that consisted of a 
group of writers who actually began the political and 
social change that created some of the upheaval of the 
1960's. Allen Ginsberg described Corso at that time as 
an “Awakener of Youth!” In 1957, Corso went to Paris 
with other members of the Beat Movement. Two years 
later he joined Allen Ginsberg in San Francisco, where 
Laurence Ferlinghetti published Corso’s book Gasoline .  
 

 

 
 
  
 
Corso also did readings and interviews with Kerouac and 
Ginsberg. 
 
Corso taught at New York State University and at Naropa 
University in Boulder, Colorado. He was the youngest 
Beat poet, but never achieved the fame of the others in 
the group. Still he has a major impact on contemporary 
poetics. Jack Kerouac said of Corso's work, “I think that 
Allen Ginsberg and Corso are the best poets in America 
and they can't be compared to each other. Gregory was 
a tough young kid from the lower East Side who rose like 
an angel over the rooftops and sang Italian songs as 
sweet as Caruso and Sinatra but in words." Gasoline, 
which was influenced by Ginsberg, heavily influenced the 
work of Bob Dylan. In his preface to Gasoline, Ginsberg 
wrote: “Open the book as you would a box of toys.” 
Corso dedicated the book to “the angels of Clinton Prison 
who, in my 17th year, handed me, from the cells 
surrounding me, books of illumination.” 
 
Corso's poetry was metaphysical because it recognized 
no barrier between spirit and matter. Corso spent a lot of 
time writing Who Am I - Who I Am, but it was stolen and 
no copies were made, so the manuscript was lost in 
1974. It was not until 1981 that he published Herald of 
the Autochthonic Spirit, which contains some of Corso's 
best work. Corso published other books such as 
Mindfield  (1989), but he never had money because he 
spent it on drugs. By the end of his life, Corso still 
believed that poetry would bring change as much as he 
did in the 1950's. Corso's poetry was written the way 
Charlie Parker and Miles Davis played music – beginning 
with a standard rhythm, but then becoming intentionally 
distracted. Corso died at 70 years of age on January 20, 
2001. 
 
Corso wrote Bomb (see next page) while married to a 
DuPont woman whose family made the bomb. 
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BOMB by Gregory Corso 
  

               Budger of history   Brake of time   You   Bomb 
      Toy of universe   Grandest of all snatched sky   I cannot hate you 
        Do I hate the mischievous thunderbolt   the jawbone of an ass 

     The bumpy club of One Million B.C.   the mace   the flail    the axe 
   Catapult Da Vinci   tomahawk Cochise   flintlock Kidd   dagger Rathbone 
    Ah and the sad desperate gun of Verlaine   Pushkin   Dillinger   Bogart 

 And hath not St. Michael a burning sword   St. George a lance   David a sling 
 Bomb   you are as cruel as man makes you   and you're no crueller than cancer 

  All Man hates you   they'd rather die by car-crash   lightning   drowning 
Falling off a roof   electric-chair  heart-attack   old age   old age   O Bomb 

     They'd rather die by anything but you   Death's finger is free-lance 
  Not up to man whether you boom or not   Death has long since distributed its 

  categorical blue   I sing thee Bomb   Death's extravagance   Death's jubilee 
   Gem of Death's supremest blue   The flyer will crash   his death will differ 

    with the climbor who'll fall   to die by cobra is not to die by bad pork 
Some die by swamp   some by sea  and some by the bushy-haired man in the night 

   O there are deaths like witches of Arc   Scarey deaths like Boris Karloff 
    No-feeling deaths like birth-death   sadless deaths like old pain Bowery 
  Abandoned deaths   like Capital Punishment   stately deaths like senators 
   And unthinkable deaths like Harpo Marx   girls on Vogue covers   my own 

     I do not know just how horrible Bombdeath is   I can only imagine 
      Yet no other death I know has so laughable a preview   I scope 
      a city   New York City   streaming   starkeyed   subway shelter  
        Scores and scores   A fumble of humanity   High heels bend 

            Hats whelming away   Youth forgetting their combs 
          Ladies not knowing what to do   with their shopping bags 

            Unperturbed gum machines   Yet dangerous 3rd rail 
          Ritz Brothers   from the Bronx   caught in the A train 

                The smiling Schenley poster will always smile 
                   Impish death   Satyr Bomb   Bombdeath 

                     Turtles exploding over Istanbul 
                         The jaguar's flying foot 

                        soon to sink in arctic snow 
                     Penguins plunged against the Sphinx 

                        The top of the Empire state 
                    arrowed in a broccoli field in Sicily 

                 Eiffel shaped like a C in Magnolia Gardens 
                       St. Sophia peeling over Sudan 

                     O athletic Death   Sportive Bomb 
                       the temples of ancient times 

                         their grand ruin ceased 
                      Electrons   Protons   Neutrons  
                         gathering Hersperean hair 

                    walking the dolorous gulf of Arcady 
                          joining marble helmsmen 

                       entering the final ampitheater 
                     with a hymnody feeling of all Troys 

                        heralding cypressean torches 
                         racing plumes and banners 

                 and yet knowing Homer with a step of grace 
                       Lo the visiting team of Present 
                           the home team of Past . . .  

  
Bomb can be viewed in full at www.litkicks.com/Texts/Bomb.html 
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Contests and Conferences 

By Patricia Watson 

  
CONTESTS 
 
The New Guard Machigonne Fiction Contest 2020 (Editor's Edition) 
Deadline: November 21, 2020 
Entry Fee: $22.00 USD 
Website: 
tng.submittable.com/submit/57150/tng-fiction-contest-judges-tng-editors-shanna-mcnair-and-scott-wolven 
Prizes: 1st Prize: $1500.00 plus free copy of TNG, all pieces considered, first rights to TNG 
Guidelines:  See website for complete guidelines. This contest is open to any fiction writer. Flash up to 5000 words, 
any theme. All rights revert to author in 3 months. 
Judges: Editors Shanna McNair and Scott Woven 
  
The Writers Digest Short Story Competition 
Deadline: November 16, 2020 
Entry Fee: Early deadline November 16: $25.00 fee, End deadline December 14: $30.00 fee. 
Website: writersdigest.com/writers-digest-competitions/short-short-story-competition 
Prizes: First Place: $3,000 plus publication, plus a trip to the Writer's Digest Annual Conference with a Pitch Slam 
slot. Other prizes include $1,500 for second place and $500 for third place. Fourth through tenth place winners get 
$100 cash and 11th through 25th place get a $50 Writer's Digest gift certificate. 
Guidelines:  See website for complete guidelines. Short fiction 1500 words or less. 
 
 
WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 

 
The 2020 Online Writer's Digest Conference 
Location: Online starting November 5, 2020 
Date: November 5 - 7, 2020. Registration open up to November 5 
Website: writersdigestconference.com/register/ 
Cost: $149.00-$349.00 depending on conference package choices. 
About: America's most famous writing conference is available nationwide online with pitch, slams, pre-con 
workshops, all access, and basic conference packages. 
  
The 2020 Arizona Writing Workshop (In person in Arizona) 
Location: Phoenix Arizona, Sheraton Phoenix Downtown, 340 N 3rd. St. Phoenix, AZ 85004, (602) 262-2500. 
Date: Saturday, November 21, 2020, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., 150 spaces available 
Website: arizonawritingworkshop.com/ ; Check page for availability 
Cost: Depending on date of registration and package choice, $169.00-$359.00 
About: Reach out to workshop organizer Brian Klems email: WDWconference@gmail.com. He will provide specific 
instructions for payment and registration to get you a reserved seat at the event. Payment is by either PayPal, 
check, or credit card. Since Brian plans different workshops, make sure you note that you’re inquiring about the 
Arizona  workshop. 
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If the Shoes Fits…  
By Jonathan Shoemaker 

 

“At the End of the Counting” 
 

  

 

He came back down from Milton’s house, 
our round faced little boy, 
and sitting down in the living room, 
he picked up his favorite toy. 
He soon put it down and said to us, 
“Milton taught me to count today.” 
When he asked, we told him Milton’s age. 
He said in a timid way, 
“But what happens at the end of the counting?” 
“Well, he goes to be with the angels and God, 
and his mother and father.” we said. 
“O.K.” he said, and went back to his toys 
until it was time for bed. 
  
The boy and his sister learned much from the man, 
and they filled his days with joy. 
He was happy to be there with help and advice 
for a growing girl and boy. 
Till it came to the end of the counting. 

The weather was clear, and they had the time 
to enjoy a ride down the Coast. 
Milton wanted to stop and visit the places 
he treasured, in his life, the most. 
He spoke of the old times, the things that he’d seen, 
and all of the things he had done, 
and some of the people he’d known in his life, 
and some of the games that they won. 
No regard for the end of the counting. 
  
All the tales he related held lessons for us. 
His example was one of the best. 
And after reviewing the path of his life, 
he went up to his room for a rest. 
  
He showed how to live, and to love, and to help, 
and never to hurt or to lie, 
to be kind to each other, and true to ourselves; 
live the best life we can till we die. 
Till we come to the end of the counting. 
 

When we describe our protagonists, the good times and the bad, we dip into memories of our youth and social 
development. Our stories reflect our families, our friends and the people we’ve met; the choices we made and choices 
we observed in others. We laugh at mistakes we made, and shake our heads at questionable decisions our friends made. 
Lessons we learned from watching others, and those that we learned from our own experiences, are in our writing for 
readers to cherish — or to consider and shake their heads. We learn, and we share. 
 
Through this writing activity that we enjoy, we can be thankful to be able to do our part. 
 

Be well,  
and Happy Thanksgiving,   
Jonathan  

 
 

 
 

 

Scribbles  November 2020 9 



 

 
 
The Last Word 
Christine Sleeter 

 

 
 
Place and Imagination 

 

 
I love walking in the woods with my dog. Every walk feels 
like a new adventure. 
 
As I wind my way up a trail through Del Monte Forest, I 
pause to gaze at the Spanish moss draped over branches of 
oak trees that stand like wizened old men. A wisp of fog 
rolls through. The moss shapeshifts, becoming cobwebs. Is 
the gully to my right the lair of a witch? Do I hear her 
cackling in the breeze? 
 
But wait. The air clears, sunlight streams through the 
branches, and suddenly I’m hiking on a mountain in the 
Sierras. The only sounds I hear are rustling of yellowing 
leaves and birds chirping high above. The trail invites me 
forward. Perhaps somewhere ahead a space will open up 
revealing a magnificent valley below. 
 
I stop and look around. The floor of the forest is covered 
with brush as dry as kindling, and logs of long-dead trees 
litter the hillside. Do I smell smoke? I scan the sky. Is that 
wisp to my left a cloud or something more sinister? In the 
distance, I hear something begin to crackle. I flee for my 
life! 
 
I can take the same trail many times, but each time is never 
the same as the walk before. 
  
Until the muse strikes again,  
                              Christine 
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For anything Scribbles related: 
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