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President's Message
This has been quite a year, hasn’t it? From not knowing what day it is, to
everything else, we’ve had a lot of uncertainty.

I’m a calendar person. I have several around the house, along with my physical
planner and phone app (and a hearty supply of sticky notes). For a while I
wondered why it was so hard for me to keep track of the days. After all, I’ve
worked from home for years, so that wasn’t it. One day, I realized my days were
off because my regular TV shows hadn’t been on – and that had always been
my go-to for knowing which day was which.

Growing up I watched A LOT of TV. Friends would joke that if something
unusual took place, they could count on me to know exactly when it happened
because of my television watching. If it happened during Lost in Space, I’d
know it was between 4:00-5:00 pm Monday – Friday. If it was during Medical
Center, it was after 9:00 pm on Wednesday. On Fridays I could pinpoint the
time by when Dallas came on, and of course, who could forget that Saturday
nights were for Love Boat and Fantasy Island? (Yes I’m dating myself, so if you
have no idea what I’m talking about, Google it.)

While I haven’t been able to count on which day it is, I have been able to count
on our Writers of Kern Board. During this month of thankfulness and reflection I
want to thank them for stepping up and going above and beyond their normal
duties to keep our club moving forward.

I’m thankful for our members and guests who continue to attend our online
meetings. You give us a reason to find great speakers and provide everything
we can to help you in your writing journeys.

I’m thankful for the speakers who have presented workshops and given us
quality content for writers of all levels. And I’m thankful that our online meetings
have allowed us to reach further than Kern County (and Southern California) to
find speakers from across the country. We have been fortunate to find the best
of the best for our club meetings.

Though times are uncertain, you can count on us to be here for you. At our

November 21st meeting, I’ll announce the exciting speaker line-up for the first
three months of 2021. (Spoiler alert… One of our speakers is a… Oops. I
almost let it out. You’ll need to be at the meeting to find out!) Along with our
amazing speakers, our WOK Anthology will come out in the first quarter of
2021. So many good things coming your way.

Thank you for being a part of Writers of Kern.

Oh, and if you ever need a trivia partner for 60s, 70s, and 80s, TV – you can
count on me!

~ Joan
 

PCS Scholarship: 

Each year Writers of Kern honors the memory of Peggy Connelly by offering two
$500 scholarships to writers of children’s literature. Usually these are funded by the
raffles for give-aways at our physical meetings. This year we have been challenged
due to the pandemic. So we are calling for your donations to keep this scholarship
funded and living on.

To donate, click here.
 

Next Meeting | 21 November 2020 |
Featured Speaker Jack Peters | “The
Goldfish That Barked: Seven Actions to
Distinguish Yourself for Success”
By Susan Baker

You may already know Jack Peters as the Explosives Specialist from the
Discovery Channels’ Treasure Quest. You might even say that Jack’s
dynamite personality really makes him stand out from the rest of the
crowd!  He will be the featured guest speaker at The Writers of Kern

“virtual” monthly meeting on the 21st of November.  And just in case
incendiary devices make you nervous, don’t worry because Jack has
plenty of other ideas to help you to distinguish yourself from the pack.

Writers, like other creatives, could use some daily encouragement as they
struggle to remain focused on their craft day after day.  To help writers to
stay on track and to expedite their careers, Peters will illustrate his hard-
fought successes drawing from real-world examples. His presentation
titled, The Goldfish that Barked, seven actions to distinguish yourself
for success, is practical, entertaining. vital and will help to empower other
authors to make a living with their writing. This will be an interactive
presentation held online via Zoom.  A handout will be provided to help
participants apply these principles in their own careers.

During the presentation, Peters will share several simple and effective
actions designed to develop writers to stand out and get discovered.
These include:

Building your brand
How not to fall into traps
Educating yourself
Learning to communicate
Discovering your superpower
Giving thanks
Finding your mission

 Participants will also learn what Jack has learned as both an author and
media professional including:

How to get motivated
How to take action
How to focus on profitable projects
How to market your work

In addition to his involvement in television and movie production since
2004, Jack W. Peters has been a professional speaker for sixteen years.
He presents on topics including leadership, teamwork, innovation and
faith. The highlight of his career was becoming a Discovery Channel tv
personality as an explosives and GPS specialist. 

To learn more about Jack, check him out at:
www.donorthmedia.com
www.facebook.com/treasurequestjack/
www.jackwpeters.com

You can register for this free online meeting at Eventbrite - by clicking
HERE.

Last Meeting | 17 October 2020 | Featured
Speaker Alia Volz | “Memoir: The Art of
Questioning Everything” 

Alia Volz, Author and recent winner of the Golden Poppy Award for her book
"Home Baked", gave a fabulous presentation deconstructing her award
winning essay "Snakebit".  She demonstrated how the questions of her
experience led to more questions, building suspense and mystery into a
memoir that added a great deal of intrigue to the piece. Her commentary about
some "red herring" moments in the writing were especially enlightening!

If you missed this meeting, the video is available on the Writers of Kern
Youtube Channel - here is the direct link: CLICK HERE.

 

WOK Open Mic Monday
November's Open Mic Monday

Ten intrepid readers showed up to share poetry and prose at WOK’s second Open
Mic Monday on November 2nd. We welcomed a couple of newcomers to open mic
events, and to quote one writer, “It was a kind room!” And, that’s what we’re about:
providing a comfortable setting for putting our writing out into the airwaves and
encouraging each other.

Registration for the next Open Mic Monday closes Saturday, December 5th. Be sure
to register before then.
 

Next: 7:00-8:15 pm, Monday, December 7.

How it works:

1. Open Mic Mondays, for readers and the audience, is a Members-Only event.
2. All attendees must register beforehand on a private Eventbrite listing to

receive the link.
3. Participants/readers may read 3 poems or for 5 minutes for any genre. Time

limits will be strictly observed.
4. Those who wish to read will sign up once admitted to the meeting. Those who

wish to listen will sit back and enjoy.

An Open Mic is a fun event, where writers can showcase their work. There’s no
pressure to read, but those who do become encouraged, build confidence, and hone
their presentation skills—good practice for those future book tours and readings! 

Take this opportunity to support and connect with fellow WOK members while
performing your work before a live audience on Zoom.

WOK Members - watch your email for more information and registration details about
how you can experience Open Mic Mondays!

~ Annis Cassells

 

CWC Statewide Anthology Available
 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club collected and compiled
fictional stories of pandemics, real or imagined, and has now published its
state-wide anthology, “SURVIVAL: Tales of Pandemic” which is available
at amazon.com as of November 1, 2020.  This volume of tales written by
members of the century-old 2,000-members California Writers Club is the first
anthology of its kind published by the High Desert Branch. The book was edited
by Jenny Margotta.
 
The idea that writing often puts fears into perspective was the inspiration
for SURVIVAL: Tales of Pandemic. Earlier this year, members of every branch
of the California Writers Club were challenged to take their concerns about
COVID-19 and turn them into fictional short stories. The result is twenty-five
original stories from twenty-three authors from across the state. Some are
upbeat, some romantic, one or two include humor, and several are just
downright scary. Many contain the idea that mankind will triumph, and a few
predict that things could be a lot worse. But all the stories are unified by a
singular resolve: we are not giving up and we shall prevail.
 
The California Writers Club did not want to profit from the world’s troubles, so
the net proceeds from the sale of this anthology will be donated to charities
chosen by the authors who wrote the three winning stories, or donated to their
CWC branch.
 
Congratulations to the winning authors:
 

1st Place: Violet Carr Moore, Tri-Valley, for “Fatal”

2nd Place: Susan Helene (Nack), CWC-Long Beach, for “The Rose”

3rd Place: Michael Raff, High Desert Branch, for “Zander’s Box.”

 
Additional contributing authors were:
 

Fremont Area Writers: Penelope Anne Cole
High Desert Branch: Mike Apodaca, Jemma DeSantis, Rusty LaGrange,
Jenny Margotta, Katina Newell, Karen Ohta
Inland Empire Branch: Ben Alrez
Mount Diablo: David George, Deven Green, Bob Poirier
North State Writers: Joan Goodreau, Paul Quinn
Redwood Writers: Roger Lubeck, Tommie Whitener
San Fernando Valley: Brian Muldoon
SF Peninsula: Richard E. McCallum, Karen Sundback
Tri Valley: Lani Longshore, Ellen Turner

Further details may be found on the High Desert CWC website by
visiting www.hdcwc.com.

 

What are the Board and Volunteer Roles?
Each month we'll highlight one or more of the Board/Volunteer roles!
 
Secretary
By Janet Skibinski

The most important job the secretary has is taking accurate notes at
Board meetings and other events that will need to be recorded. From the
notes, the secretary composes the minutes which are distributed to the
Board members to review for accuracy, additions, deletions, and
corrections.

Another important duty is checking the Writers of Kern mailbox for mail
and distributing the mail to the appropriate person. For example, checks
would go to the Treasurer, thank you notes, Speaker Proposals, and the
like would go to the President.  The Secretary may also write and send
thank you notes for donations received.

Occasionally, the secretary may be asked to perform another duty such as
conducting a meeting or addressing an issue at the monthly meeting.
 

Recently Published by WOK Members

Body in the Orchard by Phyllis Wachob
Available in Kindle and Paperback

(click graphic to go to Amazon).

Enough Say Their Names by Multiple Authors and Artists including Annis
Cassells and Anke Hodenpijl

Available in Paperback
(click on graphic to go to www.enoughsaytheirnames.com )

Chicken Soup for the Soul - Christmas is in the Air
Multiple authors including Sandy Moffett

Available in Kindle and Paperback
(Click on the graphic to go to Amazon)

 

2021 Scholastic Awards
Writers of Kern will once again participate as judges in the prestigious Scholastic
Awards - the nation's longest running recognition program for creative teens
(see https://www.artandwriting.org/ for more details).

This year, adjudications will take place between December 18,
2020 and January 11, 2021. 

Natalia Corres is this year's coordinator (and "hat's off" to Jenny Estes, who
coordinated in previous years). 

If you were a judge in last year's Scholastic Awards, Natalia will be contacting you in
December to see if you are willing to continue this year.

If you are interested in becoming a judge (which entails going to a special website;
reading your assigned  entries and scoring those entries, within the time allotted)
please send an email with "2021 Scholastic Awards" in the Subject line, to
Natalia@serroc.com  with your contact information. This opportunity is open
to members in good standing of Writers of Kern. 
 

Mark Your Calendar

21 November 2020
Virtual Meeting

Featured Speaker Jack Peters
“The Goldfish That Barked: Seven Actions to Distinguish Yourself for Success”

7 December 2020
Virtual Meeting

Members Only – Open Mic Mondays

19 December 2020
Virtual Meeting
Members only

Bring Your Own Brunch (replacing the annual Holiday Dinner)
Winners of the Fall Writing Contest will be announced at this meeting

More exciting speakers are on their way, remember to check the website
for the latest information and events at www.writersofkern.com/events!

 

Who's Who
To see who is on the board: Click here
For contact information for the board: Click here

 

Nuts and Bolts

During this uncertain time, we will continue to meet VIRTUALLY until
further notice.

Check our website for information on upcoming meetings and events. 
www.WritersofKern.com

New members are always welcome, both Active [previously published]
and Associate [not yet published].Writers of Kern energetically assists

Associate Members who aspire to become Active.

**********
The Write Way

The Writers of Kern
PO Box 22335

Bakersfield CA 93390-2335
**********

To subscribe to this newsletter click HERE.
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