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Vice President's Message

As I sat staring at the red and white twinkling lights on my Christmas tree, I
thought back to my rule. I had always made up my mind that I would decorate
my house for Christmas only after Thanksgiving was over. For years that
has been my family decree.
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The day before Thanksgiving…I broke that rule. I should have been writing and
working on my new novel. But in order to avoid that, I immersed myself in doing
others things like cleaning, shopping, laundry, reading, surfing social media,
and…putting up my Christmas tree and decorations.

This isn’t the first time I have used random tasks to stay away from actually
writing. It seems it is my “go to” whenever I can’t find the words to write or my
characters refuse to talk to me.

“A writer is someone for whom writing is more difficult than it is for other
people,” said Thomas Mann in Essays of Three Decades.

That quote touched me because even though writing is in my blood and it is
something I love to do, all of my distractions could only mean one thing. I’m
finding it very difficult to write. With everything that’s going on with the world
and in my life, writing has been equivalent to a root canal.

Not kidding.

Writer’s block has plagued me and sitting down to put it together word after
word, sentence after sentence, has been difficult.

I know that my fellow writers can relate. We sit down and just stare at that blank
screen or empty piece of paper and nothing comes to mind. So I decorated for
Christmas even as I got ready for Thanksgiving dinner. Surprising enough, as I
did this, my mind began to race. I thought about my characters and what they
would be doing for Christmas. I let my mind wander and found out some things
about my characters I didn’t know.

What would they do in this situation? What family would they have over at their
house? How would they relate to their family? How do they feel about the
holidays in general?

These questions came to me as I hung the lights on the tree. My head was
flooded with ideas for chapters and how I could start my outline. In the middle
of hanging an ornament I was inspired. How to start the first chapter came to
me. I quickly hung my sorority decoration on the tree and hurried to find a pen



and notebook.

I began to write down my idea before it faded away. I was finally in the zone.
Then I stopped to check on our thanksgiving meal and continued to get ready
for an amazing Thanksgiving Day. But before that happened, I had written an
outline for at least six chapters. I was amazed at what I had accomplished.

Jean de La Fontaine, French poet, said, “A person often meets his destiny on
the road he took to avoid it.”

That was me and many writers. I tried to dodge writing. I went for every
distraction I could find only to discover that my writer’s block cracked wide open
as I tried to avoid it.

So, what did I learn from this entire ordeal? I discovered that sometimes it is
okay to step away from writing and focus on a hobby when you are blocked or
just burned out.

When we look for distractions it probably means we need a break and that is
okay. Pretty soon your characters or the words will unearth themselves to you.
All it takes are a few words that turn into a sentence that morph into a
paragraph. When you finally look up, you have a chapter. Writer’s block
crumbles and, as poet and author Margaret Atwood said, “A word after a word
after a word is power.”
 
~ Donnee Patrese Harris
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PCS Scholarship: 

Each year Writers of Kern honors the memory of Peggy Connelly by offering two
$500 scholarships to writers of children’s literature. Usually these are funded by the
raffles for give-aways at our physical meetings. This year we have been challenged
due to the pandemic. So we are calling for your donations to keep this scholarship
funded and living on.

To donate, click here.
 

Next Meeting | 19 December 2020 | "Bring
Your Own Brunch"
 
It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the WOK Year!
by Sandy Moffett ~ Membership Chair
 
December 19th is our members only event.  While we cannot have a hand
to hand or toe to toe meeting, we can have a face to face meeting on
Zoom.  We will start at our regular time (9:15 am) and we will have a
BYOB; bring your own brunch; whatever that might be to enjoy during our
time together.  Registration to this event will fill up fast, so be on the look-
out for the Eventbrite link coming to your email soon.   Remember, this is a
FREE meeting for our members.
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We will have a fun writing contest with a monetary prize donated by one of
our members.  We will also announce the winners of the Fall Writing
Contest, and the 1st place winner’s story will be read to us by our own
Dennis Vanderwerff.  Remember how delightful Nelson Varon’s piece was
last year? 
 
The event will be recorded, but it won’t be near as fun without your smiling
face present.
 
One last reminder.  If you know of someone who didn’t renew their
membership for some reason, starting January 1st, they can get a half
year membership for $42.50, which includes $22.50 for the half year and
$20 to reinstate the insurance coverage with the CWC.   That membership
will be good until June 30th, and then renewals will be the normal price of
$45.00 for a full fiscal year.  
 
Blessings to you all.
Sandy

 

Last Meeting | 21 November 2020 | Featured
Speaker Jack Peters | “The Goldfish That
Barked: Seven Actions to Distinguish
Yourself for Success” 

If you missed this meeting, the video is available on the Writers of Kern
Youtube Channel - here is the direct link: CLICK HERE.

 

Back to the top

Back to the top

https://youtu.be/Qz6FOSIK66o


WOK Open Mic Monday
December’s Open Mic Monday
 
You’ve been thinking about Open Mic Monday and maybe you want to check it out?
Well, as they say: "the third time is the charm." Come on out to read and appreciate
your fellow Writers of Kern members  this Monday, December 7.  
 
Registration closes December 5th. So click
here  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-mic-mondays-for-wok-members-
tickets-119350682103 right now, while it’s on your radar. See you there!

~ Annis
 

Next: 7:00-8:15 pm, Monday, December 7.

How it works:

1. Open Mic Mondays, for readers and the audience, is a Members-Only event.
2. All attendees must register beforehand on a private Eventbrite listing to

receive the link.
3. Participants/readers may read 3 poems or for 5 minutes for any genre. Time

limits will be strictly observed.
4. Those who wish to read will sign up once admitted to the meeting. Those who

wish to listen will sit back and enjoy.

An Open Mic is a fun event, where writers can showcase their work. There’s no
pressure to read, but those who do become encouraged, build confidence, and hone
their presentation skills—good practice for those future book tours and readings! 

Take this opportunity to support and connect with fellow WOK members while
performing your work before a live audience on Zoom.

WOK Members - watch your email for more information and registration details about
how you can experience Open Mic Mondays!
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Writing Opportunities
 
EZRA JACK KEATS FOUNDATION NEW WRITER CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARDS

https://www.degrummond.org/ezra-jack-keats-book-award-guidelin

NO ENTRY FEE. Deadline December 31, 2020. The EJK Award is given to a
new writer for a picture book written in the tradition of EJK that highlights the
universal qualities of childhood and the strength of the family; reflects the
multicultural nature of our world; has an original text and original story (no
folktales or retelling of folktales); unifies illustrations and text; avoids
stereotypes; is respectful of the child’s intelligence, sensitivity, curiosity, and
love of learning; displays freshness and originality of language and literary
expression. The Award is given for distinguished writing and text, not for
illustration. The intent of the Award is to identify and encourage early talent. To
be eligible, the author will have no more than three books published under any
name, prior to the year under consideration. Both U. S. and international writers
are eligible for books that are published in North America, and in the English
language. Self-published books are not eligible for consideration. There is also
an equal illustrator award. The winning author and illustrator will each receive a
cash award of $3,000 and the EJK medallion suspended in lucite and inscribed
with the recipient’s name, the name of their book and the year it was published.
If one book receives both awards, the author and illustrator will each receive
$3,000 and the EJK medallion suspended in lucite and inscribed as indicated
above, to be presented to the recipients at the award ceremony. 
 

MISS SARA FELLOWSHIP FOR BLACK WOMEN WRITERS

https://www.trilliumartsnc.org/writing-fellowships-guidelines

Deadline December 15, 2020. The "Miss Sarah" Fellowship for Black Women Writers aims
to provide Black women writers (fiction, nonfiction, poetry) a restful environment conducive
to reflection and writing. It also offers uninterrupted time to plant the seed of an idea for a
new writing project or to develop or complete a project underway. The selected writer will
receive a seven-day residency in July 2021 and can choose whether to stay at Trillium
Arts' rural "Firefly Creek" apartment in Mars Hills, NC or at E. Patrick Johnson and Stephen
Lewis's "Montford Manor" residence near downtown Asheville, NC. Participants will receive
a $700 stipend and transportation to and from Asheville, NC. Additional benefits will be
custom-tailored to the needs of the awardee.
 

CRAFT CREATIVE NONFICTION AWARD

https://www.craftliterary.com/craft-cnf-award/

Deadline December 31, 2020.  Welcome to our inaugural award for unpublished creative
nonfiction up to 6,000 words! Guest judge Joy Castro will select three winning pieces—
each of the three writers will be awarded $1,000, publication, and a complete set of
Graywolf Press’s The Art Of series. We have an editors’ choice round, too!
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What are the Board and Volunteer Roles?

Each month we'll highlight one or more of the Board/Volunteer roles!
 
Sunshine Chair

The Sunshine Chair’s duty is to send get-well, sympathy and other
supportive cards to the members of Writers of Kern.  Every card a member
receives, is filled with the nurturing caring thoughts of all the Writers of
Kern. Our cards send rays of peace and comfort which uplift the fellow
member’s spirit.

When do we send cards?

For birthdays, if we have your birth month; special occasions; and in
support when illness or hardships strike. 

How do we know when those special occasions, illnesses or
hardships arise?

We rely on our WOK membership to alert the Sunshine Chair, by sending
the information to the special email at SUNSHINE@Writersofkern.com . 
           

 

Coming Soon - Writers of Kern Book Club
As a perk of your membership in Writers of Kern, we are offering a
members only Book Club starting in January 2021. The Book Club
plans to meet on the second Thursday of every month.

The first meeting will take place on  Thursday, January 14, 2021, from
10:30 - 11:30 am. At that time, the first book will be announced and we
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will answer questions.

We are choosing books from the NPR Favorite Books list and
concentrating on the creative non-fiction and  memoir genres. If you
are interested in becoming a Book Club member, please, contact
Janet Skibinski at jjskibinski@att.net. The Zoom information will
follow closer to the first meeting in an email to WOK members.
 

2021 Scholastic Awards
Writers of Kern will once again participate as judges in the prestigious Scholastic
Awards - the nation's longest running recognition program for creative teens
(see https://www.artandwriting.org/ for more details).

This year, adjudications will take place between December 18,
2020 and January 11, 2021. 

Natalia Corres is this year's coordinator (and "hat's off" to Jenny Estes, who
coordinated in previous years). 

If you were a judge in last year's Scholastic Awards, Natalia has reached out via
email to see if you are willing to continue this year.

If you are interested in becoming a judge (which entails going to a special website;
reading your assigned  entries and scoring those entries, within the time allotted)
please send an email with "2021 Scholastic Awards" in the Subject line, to
Natalia@serroc.com  with your contact information. This opportunity is open
to members in good standing of Writers of Kern. 
 

Mark Your Calendar
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7 December 2020
Virtual Meeting

Members Only – Open Mic Mondays

19 December 2020
Virtual Meeting
Members only

Bring Your Own Brunch (replacing the annual Holiday Dinner)
Winners of the Fall Writing Contest will be announced at this meeting

14 January 2021
Virtual Meeting
Members only

Writers of Kern Book Club

16 January 2021
Virtual Meeting

Featured Speakers: Bill and Mia Belew
"How to Find and Engage With Readers For Your Books"

20 February 2021
Virtual Meeting

Featured Speaker: Leslie Zampetti (Literary Agent)
"Finding the Right Agent"

20 March 2021
Virtual Meeting

Featured Speaker: Mara Purl
"Giving Your Book a Voice: Audio Book Production and Distribution"

17 April 2021
Virtual Meeting

Featured Speaker: Dean James (pen name: Miranda James, cozy mystery
author)

"How to Kill People for Fun and Profit"

15 May 2021
Virtual Meeting
WOK Honors

19 June 2021
TBA

More exciting speakers are on their way, remember to check the website
for the latest information and events at www.writersofkern.com/events!

 

https://writersofkern.com/events/


Who's Who
To see who is on the board: Click here
For contact information for the board: Click here

 

Nuts and Bolts

During this uncertain time, we will continue to meet VIRTUALLY until
further notice.

Check our website for information on upcoming meetings and events. 
www.WritersofKern.com

New members are always welcome, both Active [previously published]
and Associate [not yet published].Writers of Kern energetically assists

Associate Members who aspire to become Active.
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**********
The Write Way

The Writers of Kern
PO Box 22335

Bakersfield CA 93390-2335
**********

To subscribe to this newsletter click HERE.
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