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  “Backward Design: Write with the End in Mind.”  
  
 I found that our August guest speaker, Ken Decroo, had a very inter-
esting topic. I know I had not really thought of it before. I’m guessing that 
might be the reason why we had so many interested members as well as 
guests at our last month’s meeting. I hadn’t been keeping count, but if my 
memory serves me right, the twenty-seven people who came to our meeting in August, broke all our 
Zoom records to date. Well done everyone! 
 

Mr. Ken Decroo, author of Almost Human and Being Human, is working on his third novel in the 
series, More Than Human. Ken had written his first couple of chapters and then had a bit of a “writers 
block.” When his agent hadn’t heard from his in awhile, the woman asked for her advance back. When 
Ken explained that the money had already been spent, the agent gave him an ultimatum.  

“Write and send me the last chapter. Send it to me before you do anything else.” After hearing 
that, Ken got to work and wrote his last chapter which turned into four.  Scenes started appearing to 
him and he quickly was able to put everything together. 

 
Ken also explained the difference between a writer who is either one who outlines and one 

who is called a ‘pantser’. Some writers are a little of both (outlining as well as writing spontaneously.) 
Ken did not suggest his was the only way, but these are the steps that worked for him while “writing 
with the end in mind.” 

 
First, there is the inception of the story line. Second, write a few chapter concentrating on the 

scenes. Then stop. Next, write the last four chapters, and again using scene imagery, get your charac-
ters to evolve using their character arcs, plot and story line to get from point A (the beginning) to point 
C (the end.) 

Although Ken didn’t use this term, but in a class I just took, the author/teacher called Point B, 
the “Marathon in the Middle.” This takes up about one half of the novel with most of the action taking 
place here. 

Mr. Decroo answered many questions and his answer to the marketing one stood out for me 
the most. He couldn’t stress enough the importance of social media to advertise your book. Even be-
fore it is published, build up interest and curiosity. He uses Word Press and gets his fan base there by 
having a free newsletter. He also uses Mail Chimp, Facebook and his own webpage to promote. 

 
Getting your own agent can be time consuming. There is no one way to do it. Query letters or 

attending conferences are only a few ways. Word of mouth is another and when you are a member of 
the Inland Empire Writers Club, you have access to a large network of people. 

 
He also suggested you get your work copyrighted first before you sent it in its entirety to any 

agent. Thanks, Ken for your great suggestions! 
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     GUEST SPEAKER - ON  IECWC  ZOOM -  

September 26, 2020 

To Request Entry Contact Sue Andrews 

            
Make Money With a Blog or Writing for Others Online  

 
 

You don’t need a journalism degree or previously published articles to 
write for anyone’s online 
blog, magazine, or website, 
or even start your own blog! 
Some opportunities offer ex-
posure, while many pay well -
- $1 a word and more. You 
will learn how to find ideas, 
sources, conduct interviews 
and create interesting con-
tent, protect your copyright, 
and then use this credibility to 
sell other articles or even 
your self published novel. We 
will also discuss how to earn 
a passive monthly income 
with your own blog or website 
by selling other people’s 
products.  
 
 

BIO: LeeAnne Krusemark is an adjunct online Professor of Publishing for Harvard and 
more than 1,000 other facilities worldwide, and is a nationwide speaker on the topic. 
She is also a former journalist, editor, and managing editor of newspapers, as well as 
an author of countless magazine articles and several books, some of which can be 
found on Amazon. LeeAnne has also recently authored a screenplay that Hallmark 
has expressed an interest in, and has started representing other writers as an editor 
and agent. In addition, she has owned a successful award-winning public relations 
business for more than 20 years and is a Chamber of Commerce past president. The 
inspiration LeeAnne gives to others has even been compared in writing to Oprah! 
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EVER WONDER…  

CWC Membership Status, Cont’d from August FRESH INK 

In accordance with the state CWC, levels of IE Branch membership are as follows:  Active 

(professional Level, published);  Associate (semi-professional level, seeking Active status)  

 FOCUS on Associate — According to the State CWC governing 

document entitled Guidelines to Judge Material Submitted for Active 

Member Status, Associate Members have a variety of opportunities 

to accumulate points toward the 15 point goal required for Ac-

tive Members: 

1. Book published (print, ebook, audio): 15 credits/points  

2. National Magazine/Newspaper/Literary Journal/trade magazine/

Anthology (print or electronic):10 points (article, essay, newspaper column 

poem) 

3. Screenplay or Stage play: 15 points (whether sold or produced)  

4. Anthology (Non-National): 5 points (points may accrue if published in a 

different edition)  

5. Blog/Guest Blog: 3 points (one-time credit of 3 points for having a person-

al blog; points may accrue for guest blogs)  

6. Contest Wins: points vary (may accrue for different contests) i. National 

Writing Contest (e.g. Writers Digest) = 5 points ii. Local/regional Writing 

Contest = 3 points iii. Online ‘zine: 5 points   

There you have it! 
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   PIXABAY.com 

Where I Write 
By Judith Wright Favor, Claremont CA 

“It is human nature to write,” Julia Cameron declares in The Right to Write: An Invitation and Initiation into the Writing 
Life.  As smoky skies and stifling heat keep Southern Californians sequestered indoors, as firefighters work nearby to 
quench two wildfires, I listen to Julia Cameron’s voice. It is both playful and practical. I hear The Artist’s Way and The 
Vein of Gold author speaking on audiocassette tapes. Remember those? Recorded in 1996, her vibrant encouragement 
fills my studio.   
 
I sit at an antique dining table in the sunny southwest corner of the room. One foot rests on its sturdy pedestal. The old 
oak gleams beneath my lined writing pad.  My beloved husband refinished this table before his death, and Pete’s loving 
presence lingers in the grain of the wood.  He saw the writer I would someday become, and encouraged me to believe 
in my work by self-publishing The Edgefielders and Silent Voices.  Julia Cameron said she got started by self-publishing 
The Artist’s Way.   
 
A healthy green peace plant blooms in a stoneware pot on the floor. One white flag has unfurled to reveal a pale-gold 
stamen, while the second flag remains tightly curled around its secret center.  A soul-friend brought this living plant to 
console me after my son’s death. Its leaves shimmer with grief and gratitude.   
 
My gaze moves to follow the pattern of a wooden finger-labyrinth propped against the wall. A soul-friend left it as a 
parting gift when she moved to South Carolina. Its circular paths are just the width of my forefinger, designed to travel 
by hand, not foot, to the six-petal flower at its center.   
 
From these details you can hear how dear ones support me in times of loss.  You can see how I bring living greenery 
into my studio. You can sense how my writing hand is supported by wood-grained artistry and circular patterns.  You 
can intuit how I feel most alive surrounded by natural plants and textures.  
 
Where do you write?   
Which symbols bring inspiration?  How? 
What colors and textures offer solace when you’re sad or stuck?  

PIXABAY 

BookMyFlowers.com 
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Using an Outline to Find the End of your Story 

By Judy Kohnen 

Backward Design was the title of our August presentation by CWC club member, Ken Decroo.  

He discussed how to “write with the end in mind.” Two people gave him this advice. One was a publisher 
who refused a query submission because the end wasn’t developed. The other person was Stephen King. 
This last comment surprised me.  

First, imagine having King as a mentor! Second, I read several debates over King’s quote from his book, On 
Writing, “Outlines are the last resort of bad fiction writers who wish to God they were writing masters’ the-
ses.” The interpretation is that King is not a fan of outlines but according to Ken Decroo, King recommended 
creating an outline while writing. 

Writers who want their story to blossom organically are called pantsers because they write from the seat of 
their pants. If you fall into this category, outlines seem formulaic and onerous—a slayer of creativity. Possi-
bly, King fits into this category. But King is a has the advantage of being a notorious outlier in the author 
community, penning 2,000 words a day. He completes a messy draft in a month—finding the end of his story 
quickly. Compare that to a regular, disciplined writer at 500 words a day who completes a draft in three 
months.  

King’s books are straightforward, character-driven plots, triggered by a single event whereas outlines often 
serve as tracking tools for complex historical, world-building sagas, or complicated storylines with multiple 
character viewpoints. Decroo’s writing process is a hybrid, he doesn’t have an outline for the first few chap-
ters. All pansters start with a good idea but often the plot gets stuck early, at about 7,000-15,000 words. 
This is why the panster approach is risky. A manuscript without an end gets stale after ninety days. Decroo’s 
solution is to write his ending. By fixing that final image in his head, he knows where he’s heading. 

This spring, I explored an outline process using a plot-beat technique extracted from screenwriting and de-
veloped in the book Save the Cat, by Blake Snyder. He calls critical plot-points a “beat.” A bestselling novel 
(or movie) has fifteen tight, well-crafted beats at specific intervals. For the first time, I wrote scenes out of 
sequence. Unlike Ken Decroo, I needed more than the end point. I wrote five key beats: the Opening Image, 
Catalyst, Midpoint, All is Lost, and the Final Image. It re-booted my stale project. I set deadlines to write all 
fifteen beats and can more easily backfill the gaps. 

Drafting thoughts for a short story, essay, or blog post is super easy with an outline format. In fact, skilled 
bloggers outline a complete story in five sentences! The main beats are the 5 C’s: Context, Catalyst, Compli-
cation, Change and Consequence. Writing to those points is a solid technique for an engaging story and 
avoids the pitfalls of a beautifully written, but bland, vignette. 

With or without an extensive outline, successful writers consciously implement a personal routine: a place 
to write, a time of day or a word count, and a deadline to get a groove on their productivity. I am curious if 
anyone is interested in outlining by plot beats and sharing results. I’d be happy to facilitate a zoom work-
shop for developmental work on new work or works in progress. It would help me be accountable to my 
deadlines and we could discover more about each other’s writing. 

 

Contact Judy if you have an interest  

in PLOT BEATS! 
PIXABAY 



8 

 

IECWC  FRESH  INK               9/6/2020 

Table for Two 
 

by Samuel Thomas Nichols 
 

“Commander Creighton?” 

The distinguished gentleman seated at the dining table looked up and studied the urbane bearded man who 

had addressed him with a vague hint of recognition. 

“Yes, I’m Robert Creighton. I know you?” 

“Indeed, yet it’s been several years. You seem to be dining alone. Might I join you?” 

Commander Creighton gestured toward the empty chair. “Please, my wife has been detained by a client.” 

The man smiled, removed his coat and draped it over the back of the chair, and took a seat opposite the 

Commander and was quickly offered a menu by the attentive hostess, which he sat on the table then lowered 

his hands to his lap. 

“James Mason,” the man stated. “I believe the last time we spoke was at the UCLA commencement sever-

al years ago.” 

“Ah, yes. That’s it. You also had a son graduating.” 

“It was the son of an acquaintance, an old friend so to speak.” 

“That was a proud day for so many of us.” 

“Indeed, I read that your son is already a Detective. You and your wife must be quite proud.” 

Commander Creighton grinned. “Yes, we are. I expect he will rise high in the department.” 

“You’ve done well yourself. There’s a rumor that you may soon be a Deputy Chief.” 

He nodded. “You seem to be well-informed on Departmental matters. May I ask what it is you do.” 

“I’m retired.” 

“Hello Commander. Are you gentlemen ready to order?” 

The two men looked to the pretty young woman with the French accent, wearing a Marcelle name tag, 

nodded and smiled. 

“I will have the Fromage au Jambon, please,” Commander Creighton said. 

Marcelle wrote the Commander’s order and turned to James who smiled politely and said: “Je voudrais la 

salade de provence, s’il vous plait, et un thé glacé.” 

           Continued on page   
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Life and Times: Caucasians Don’t Count? 
 

by Herb Williams 
 

 
 

Last month, I received an official United States Census 2020 short form, 
which is one of two mailed questionnaires used to count every person living in a house or apartment 
with a current address. Representatives of the census bureau will hand deliver forms to inhabitants of 
garages and other like accommodations.  

Besides trying to figure out how many people live in the United States, there are two additional 
official reasons for the census, one, to calculate the number of Congressional representatives for each 
state, and second, to determine the amount of government money each neighborhood receives. 

However, in considering the emphasis on the short form, which I received because I am part of 
the elder-no-color-set (“white” senior citizen), it seems to me that the government is trying to do two 
additional things. One, to further subvert the identity of Caucasians by classifying them as non-
Hispanic “whites.” and two, to count individuals according to their ethnic backgrounds, rather than 
race.  

Many years ago, race was classified into three categories: Caucasian, Negroid and Mongoloid—
still in the dictionary, by the way. I can see why the terms, Negroid and Mongoloid fell out of favor, 
but I have never heard one person object to Caucasian.  

Later colors became fashionable: black, brown, red and white. But because of the objections by 
“people of color,” all colors were eliminated from racial classifications, except for” black,” and 
“white.” Now that the designation “black” is acceptable and since white is really the absence of color, 
both were allowed to remain as a convenient, if inappropriate, racial classification. Besides, white is 
easier to spell than Caucasian.  

Now, the census bureau has taken great care to break all segments of minorities into politically 
correct “ethnic” categories, such as Hispanic/Latino/Chicano, Asian or American Indian, and Pacific 
Islander, but what about the majority? “White” is neither a race nor an ethnic classification. Even in the 
category of Americans, many Caucasians are missing. The form lists Mexican Americans, African 
Americans and other “combination” Americans—all without hyphenation—but no Caucasian-
Americans (i.e., Canadian-Americans or Welsh-Americans). I guess they assumed that so called “non-
Hispanic whites” don’t come from anywhere.  

What are called races on the census form are nationalities, sans American, such as Chinese, Ko-
rean, Guamanian or Chamorro. Even my spell-checker doesn’t recognize these last two as races, let 
alone as words. 

Aside from the fact that Caucasians have no identity, whatever happened to the “melting pot” 
idea in America?  Weren’t we all supposed to become part of a classless (raceless) society? To get back 
to that concept maybe the census takers in 2020 should forget about collecting personal data and just 
use numbers (I like the number three) or a series of marks (///) to indicate the number of people living 
in a residence, or identify each of us as Homo Sapiens. (At my age, I prefer Homo erectus). Or maybe, 
to save money, the government should just acquire the population count from advertisers who seem to 
know who we are and where we all live. Even material sent to “occupant” could be 
included in the tally.  

In any case, since the short form worked me up to this extent, I can’t imagine 
what the long form (38 minutes to fill out) would do for me. 
 

PIXABAY 

PIXABAY 
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     Awesome Autumn 
 

Given a choice, would yearly seasons remain 
Or would you be tempted to make a change  

 
I like it to be fall at all times, forever autumn 
In lieu of four seasons, just one colorful one 

 
But that’s egotism of an octogenarian heart 
To thwart, what other periods love to impart 

 
Yes, it’s hard to outdo spring’s mass mixings  
Lush greenery it brings, sundry birds singing  

 
Too, summer excites with hot and spicy days 
Its addicting, aquatic terrains and getaways 

 
Nice, also, are wintry snowfall and vivid views 
Hikes, ice-skating, snowshoeing, fun to choose 

 

 
 
 

Still, given its multihued best, fall’s the finest  
Celestially placed as retreat from torridness 

Lands variedly treed, leafiness widely unlaced 
Rooftops and blotted plots colorfully defaced   
Autumnal Indian summer amidst the coolness 
Preparedness for stinging, freezing wintriness 

 

For sure, there’re you who debatably disagree 
Reasons thoughtfully, divergingly or willy-nilly   

 
No matter, four great seasons steadily abound 
Savor one or all, when they make their rounds 

 
 

by Robert Louis Covington 
 

PIXABAY 
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TABLE FOR TWO, Contd. from page 8 

 

“Mon plaisir, monsieur,” Marcelle replied with a bright smile of her own. Wrote the order down and left. 

“You speak French?” the Commander asked. 

“Oui, it proves useful to know several languages.” 

“You seem much too young to retire,” the Commander observed. 

“I was offered a disagreeable assignment and decided to leave the profession.” 

The Commander nodded. “Tell me then, what was it you retired from?” 

“I did freelance work,” James replied. 

“What kind of freelancing?” 

“Primarily assignments for the Federal Government but some private-sector jobs as well.” 

“Profitable?” 

“Quite. But I’ve lived quite modestly and have made investments with substantial returns.” 

“Then you have a comfortable retirement planned?” 

Marcelle returned with a glass of iced tea and set it beside James place setting. 

“Merci, Marcelle. Tu es une splendide hôtesse.” 

Marcelle blushed and returned to her duties. 

“Yes, quite comfortable. I purchased a retirement home at a crossroads, if you will. It’s a modest affair 

with a fantastic view replete with sailboats and sea birds.” 

“Ocean, sea, or lake?” 

“Yes, indeed.” 

The Commander smiled. “It sounds like it could be anywhere.” 

“That’s exactly where it is,” James answered, with a grin. 

“Safe?” 

“I dearly hope so.” 

“You have a partner in this retirement?” 

“A woman? Yes, she is a partner in a little business we started some time ago.” 

             Continued... 
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TABLE FOR TWO, Cont. 

“I take it this crossroads is not in the US.”      

“That is correct.” 

“She waits for you?” 

“Indeed.” 

“In your retirement home?” 

“Indeed.” 

“When are you joining her?” 

“Very soon.” 

“What was the disagreeable assignment you mentioned?” 

“In due time,” James answered. “Tell me about your family. I understand your daughters are still in high 

school.” 

“How does it come to pass that you know so much about me and my family?” the Commander asked 

while studying James intently. 

“Belinda and Bridget. They were at Matthew’s graduation. They looked so young then.” 

The Commander continued to study James intently and soon his face glowed with a sudden understand-

ing. 

“You’re Matthew’s father,” he asserted. “The beard …” 

“No Commander, you are Matthew’s father. I merely contributed a little biology. He’s your son.” 

“Susan was devastated when you left her alone with Matthew.” 

Marcelle returned with a smile and a tray bearing the Commander’s sandwich and James’ salad. 

“Ça a l'air merveilleux, Marcelle,” James complemented. 

“Prendre plaisir,” she replied, before leaving the table with the empty tray. 

James turned to the Commander. “She didn’t know me,” he said and took a fork full of his salad. 

“You or what you did?” 

James swallowed. “Same, don’t you think?” 

The Commander nodded and took a bite of his sandwich while James worked at his salad. 

                 Continued... 
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TABLE FOR TWO, Contd. 

“This is a splendid little restaurant,” James observed. 

“Yes, Susan and I have a standing Wednesday date.” 

James’ face went dark. “Robert, I am going to talk and I would like you to listen carefully. Can you do 

that?” 

The Commander nodded and answered: “Yes.” 

“Good. You are a creature of habit and that makes you very vulnerable and you are too good of a man to 

lose. You have made some powerful people very nervous including your State Senator Cory Stanton.” 

The Commander raised his index finger. 

“Yes, Robert. You are that disagreeable assignment that I accepted to save your life so you can continue to 

be husband and father to two people I cared deeply about but was forced to abandon. I am going to extract 

some items from my inside coat pocket.” 

“I’m armed.” 

“Yes, a Glock 26. I assure you I am not. May I?” 

The Commander nodded and James pivoted in his seat and extracted a #10 envelope from his inside coat 

pocket. He removed a check sized paper and placed it before the Commander. 

“That,” he said, “is a bank draft for $50,000 issued to me as a down payment by an agent of Cory Stanton. 

I suspect you will be able to trace the source of that money.” 

“You said a down payment?” 

James nodded but continued by removing a key from the envelope and placing it on the bank draft. 

“That is a safe deposit key. In it you will find information sufficient to lead you to admissible evidence to 

put away Stanton, as well as his agents and partners. This is not the first assignment he has contracted and he 

is deep into money laundering, graft, and blackmail. But, of course, you already know or at least suspect this.” 

The Commander nodded and James handed him the envelope. 

“Now, I suggest we finish our delightful meals.” 

The Commander observed that the envelope contained several other papers as he placed the key and bank 

draft back inside it. He then inserted it into his inside coat pocket before taking another bite of his sandwich.  

            Continued... 
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TABLE FOR TWO, Contd. 

 

The two men ate in silence until they were finished with their meals. 

“That was a delicious salad,” James said. “Your sandwich looked quite tasty and rich.” 

“It was.” 

James stood. “You must apologize to Susan for arranging to meet her on an urgent legal matter and then 

standing her up. I thought she would have texted you by now.” 

The Commander removed his cell phone from his pocket and checked his text messages. 

“She did.” 

James nodded, donned his coat, then removed a hundred from his shirt pocket and laid it on the table. 

“It’s been a delightful lunch and I wish you the very best.” 

“I could stop you.” 

“Robert, I have a great deal of respect for you but, no, you can’t stop me so please don’t try. I don’t want 

you hurt.” 

“What of James Mason?” 

“He is no more.” 

The Commander nodded as James turned and walked toward the exit with a wave to Marcelle. The Com-

mander watched him as he nodded to another man who stood and followed him out of the restaurant. 

The Commander used his cell to call his wife. 

“Susan,” he said, “I just had lunch with Matthew’s father.” 

“What? Why? What did he want?” 

“It seems, to save my life.” 

 

 

PIXABAY 
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  ANY IE-CWC MEMBER 

may attend our Zoom 

BOARD Meetings - 

 Contact Sue Andrews in advance 

to be added to an email with  

the access codes 

Upcoming Planning: 

    Oct 24, 2020 08:30 AM 

         Nov 28, 2020 08:30 AM  

 

MEMBERS may invite a guest, but 

be sure to let the President 

know, so the guest can be recog-

nized and let in 

 

Inviting a guest is free, fun, and a great 

way to connect while enhancing the 

Club for everybody! 

We aren’t currently meeting at the Ovitt. In compliance 

with Pandemic precautions, we continue our activities 

for the time being on Zoom. Details are sent to mem-

Our Next Meeting of  

INLAND EMPIRE CWC 

BOARD 

Will be September 26h 8:30am  

by ZOOM……… 

Check President emails for access codes 

Our Next GENERAL  

MEETING of  

INLAND EMPIRE CWC 

Will be September 26th 10am  

by ZOOM……… 

Check President email for access codes 

We Warmly welcome Sharon White back to 

us in her role as VP and Membership Chair 

And  

We are pleased to announce that Monica 

Aleman is our newly confirmed Program 

Chair! 

L.A. Times 25th Festival of Books 
Conference  

is Going Virtual 
Sunday, October 18, 2020  

latimes.com/FestivalofBooks, and 
follow on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram (#bookfest)  

mailto:sueandrews10@gmail.com?subject=President%20Sue%20Andrews
mailto:sueandrews10@gmail.com?subject=President%20Sue%20Andrews
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Ffestivalofbooks&data=02%7C01%7Cdiki.dolkar%40latimes.com%7Cace54f2e95f74103158908d83a46bdbe%7Ca42080b34dd948b4bf44d70d3bbaf5d2%7C0%7C0%7C637323422783133932&sdata=lcYjVnIrFsAhp
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Flatimesfob&data=02%7C01%7Cdiki.dolkar%40latimes.com%7Cace54f2e95f74103158908d83a46bdbe%7Ca42080b34dd948b4bf44d70d3bbaf5d2%7C0%7C0%7C637323422783133932&sdata=vn3EfQRyI1%2Bm1rYV
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Flatimesfob%3Flang%3Den&data=02%7C01%7Cdiki.dolkar%40latimes.com%7Cace54f2e95f74103158908d83a46bdbe%7Ca42080b34dd948b4bf44d70d3bbaf5d2%7C0%7C0%7C637323422783143878&sdata=50GCPXWMh1
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Flatimesevents%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cdiki.dolkar%40latimes.com%7Cace54f2e95f74103158908d83a46bdbe%7Ca42080b34dd948b4bf44d70d3bbaf5d2%7C0%7C0%7C637323422783143878&sdata=M4CPmSzPnd
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In Regards to Critique Groups... 

 

Hello Fellow Writers, 

Our IECWC Critique Group is still on hold until the Ovitt and other public 
buildings re-open. The Ovitt is making changes and we may have to relocate. 

We will let you know more later. I hope you are continuing to write and setting 
goals that will enable you achieve something special while confined at home. 

 

Perhaps now is a good time to write a few short stories and novellas that will al-
ways remind you of this unusual time. 

  

We miss You  

and look forward to resuming! 

~ Constance Cassinelli 
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Assunta Maria Vickers was honored last month to be invited, by the California Writers 

Club President, to submit an essay for the Southern California Writers Showcase.  The 

request was specific for the regular column entitled WRITERS LIFE.   

Assunta Marias piece “A Writers Life?”  was chosen for publication, and appears in the 

September on-line edition of So Cal Showcase, which may be accessed here:  

http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com/a-writers-life-assunta/    

    

      

Judith Favor recently offered a month long online self paced program entitled  

"As It Is: Spiritual Journaling"  

“Through contemplative writing, we get practice in recognizing and responding to our relation-

ship with God, self, others, nature, work, and society just "as it is”. Spiritual journaling opens 

space to relate to deep questions.  

Some Info may be viewed (retro) here https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/

view/10277/as-it-is-spiritual-journaling-2020   or contact  www.JudithFavor.com    

YOUR   KUDOS HERE ?? 

SEND the information (Date Published, Accomplished or Presented,  Author, Genre, Title) for your work of 

the last six months to the Editor —IVLeaguer@gmail.com).     Include a brief description  (<100 words), link 

to your new publication order site, or website. 

   MEMBERS NEW PUBLICATIONS    

   MEMBERS RECENT ACTIVITIES 

http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com/a-writers-life-assunta/
https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/view/10277/as-it-is-spiritual-journaling-2020
https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/view/10277/as-it-is-spiritual-journaling-2020
mailto:IVLeaguer@gmail.com?subject=Letters%20To%20the%20Editor
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Workshop for Writers 

A New Initiative from the CWC  San Francisco 

Peninsula Chapter 

“Book Coaching - The New Edit” 

Membership NOT required—Open to ALL 

Link Here: Pre-registration is required.  

$12 

Sep 23, 2020 06:00 PM  

• what book coaching is; 
• why it differs from other types of editing; 
• how to know if coaching is the right  
 service for you; 
• and when to prepare for a season of  
 coaching. 

 

Presenters: Jaime Dill and Coral Rive-

ra,  https://polishandpitch.com/  

The discussion will be followed by Q&A. 

 
Sign up to be invited to  

Mt Diablo CWC for a Zoom meeting and 
PRESENTATION: 

“Getting Published: You Can Be a Winning 
Writer”  Featuring Joan Gelfand 

There are 4 C’s of Successful Authors: 
Craft, Commitment, Community, Communi-
ty, and Confidence… Learn why it is critical 
to employ these tenets into your writing prac-

tice before submitting your manuscript. 

We’ll discuss your publishing challenges, cov-
er letters, and book proposals. I will outline the 

fundamentals of a great book proposal and 
getting your work into the right hands. 

September 12, 2020 9:30 - Noon 

Link here to PRE-Register for $10 

https://cwcmtdiablo.org/current-cwc-mt-diablo-meeting/  

Joan is author of three full length poetry 
collections, an award-winning chapbook of 
short fiction, and an Amazon #1 best seller, 

You Can Be a Winning Writer 

Educational Webinar out 

of  

CWC San Francisco 

   
 

 

 

A sister CWC Zoom meeting 

with Presentation  

Out of 

 CWC Mt Diablo 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/9815982331173/WN_YrTxRODURVGwOjw_YNsiTA
https://polishandpitch.com/
https://cwcmtdiablo.org/current-cwc-mt-diablo-meeting/
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CWC Bulletin Needs Your Help ! 

The statewide California Writers Club has an 

excellent publication that is produced three 

times a year. 

Its the CWC newsletter called The Bulletin. 

Actually, this high quality document is, surpris-

ingly, produced by just one person: Editor in-

Chief Rusty LaGrange. Readers who inquire are 

sometimes amazed that she has no “staff” and 

does this all by herself. 

The CWC is appealing to our statewide mem-

bership for a volunteer to help in the produc-

tion of this Bulletin. Here is what that person 

would do: 

~Branch submissions of Bulletin articles and 

photos would be sent to this volunteer. 

~The volunteer would acknowledge receipt of 

these submissions. 

~The volunteer would accumulate all the arti-

cles in a folder for Rusty. 

~The volunteer would track what branches 

have submitted news, and report that status to 

Bob Isbill. 

~On a pre-appointed date, the volunteer would 

transfer the files to Rusty. 

~Follow-up conversations between the volun-

teer and Editor Rusty would occur. 

 

Total time is estimated to be four to eight 

hours per edition, which is three times per 

year. 

Anyone willing and able to help us in this posi-

tion should contact Bob Isbill risbill@aol.com 

with CWC Job Volunteer in the subject line. 

THANK YOU 

 

LAST CALL  

 MEMBERSHIP DUES !  

 

$12 Non-Adult Students  

$65 New Members 

 

 * $45 RENEWALS—only if 

sent NOW  - If dues arrive 

after the deadline, the State 

CWC, of which we are a 

branch, removes you from 

their database, and you’ll 

need to start over at the New 

Member rate ($65) 

 

Either $ PayPal 

to California Writers Club, Inland Empire Branch,  

Or, for mailing info 

Contact Treasurer Ben Alirez  

mailto:Swift4him@msm.com?subject=Ben%20Alirez%20Treasurer
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Sue Andrews is currently, and graciously, acting as our INTERIM Branch President; 

her full term has been completed and should have ended.  She has expressed desire to 

be relieved and Sue is willing to train, mentor and support the volunteer who steps 

forward to take over as our IECWC Branch President.  Sue compiled the following:

According to the California Writers Club By-Laws, on the club website, a summary of 

the duties of a Branch President is as follows: 

 

1. Calls, schedules, and presides over monthly Branch and Board meetings 

2. Appoints any committees and committee chairs as needed 

3. Prepares an agenda of monthly Board and monthly Branch meetings; provides 

 such to all Board members in a timely fashion 

4. Performs administrative Branch duties, as necessary 

5. Acts as a resource person for all other officers and for committee chairs; is an       

 ad-hoc member of any/all committees in the Branch. 

6. Carries out the duties customarily associated with the office, utilizing Robert’s 

 Rules of Order as a guideline for issues not specifically outlined   

7. Items not listed on the website, but in addition these duties are performed: 

A) Writes a monthly memo President’s Message (500 words or less) appear-

ing on the second page in FRESH INK.  

B) Writes a tri-yearly Bulletin memo (usually a one-page document or less) 

which goes to the state level which shares our club’s activities with other 

branches.  

C) Gives access to all members regarding any questions or concerns; directs 

them to a specific board member, or to solve any issues brings the con-

cern to the board 

 

sueandrews10@gmail.com

mailto:sueandrews10@gmail.com?subject=Sue%20Andrews
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Dear Readers,   
 
I continue exploring and trying out new styles and features with FRESH INK. I hope you like them.   
 
A goal of mine, as Editor, is to use this role to help bring positive encouragement to all  
levels of our membership. I’m also interested and motivated to foster clarity and understanding about 
how this Club works, and how it can benefit us as writers at all levels, by increasing our confidence and 
exposure in the professional world of our craft.   
 
In the meantime, watch for subtle changes as your newish editor increases in skills; and if you notice 
some errors, please feel free to bring it to my attention. This club fosters skills at all levels, and thankful-
ly, that includes your editor!  
 
This month has been a focus on my learning.  For example, how hyperlinking works… yikes!  Tricky for 
me…its still a work in progress.  And, increasing the word limit to approximately 1200 brought new chal-
lenges, as when an abundance of dialogue is inherent to the piece… naturally there will be an increase in 
page real-estate!    I feel it is worth it to be able to expand this platform access for writers of all genres, 
although you might need to be the early submitter in order to be first in line for that real estate!  Keep in 
mind submissions cannot be serial, and must stand alone, even if taken from a larger piece.  
 
I’ve reached out to the other 22 CWC Branch Editors from all over the State of California for input and 
advice, as well as ideas on how to share upcoming events of interest to our members. Wow, did THAT 
blow up my Gmail in-box!  But some of those who shared valuable and timely offerings are included in 
this issue, and hopefully there will be more to follow.  
 
I’d also like to see more of YOU take risks.  Find time to write, get involved in some form of critique 
group, and have the courage to submit.  Not only here but all over, and tell us about it for a kudos, and 
to benefit your member-colleagues about how you accomplished that.  And also send in your book re-
views; vignettes of how you encouraged a student or the elderly in your sphere to honor their story by 
writing it down. Do send Letters to the Editor commenting positively on something you read here, like 
how it helped you to grow and stretch in the craft… I’ll publish those!  Or tell us all about a writers craft-
related  event you know of coming up that others may wish to attend.  Lets try to expand each others 
authorship-potential while we are BECOMING, together.   

 
~ Assunta Maria Vickers   
  ...Still BECOMING your IECWC Editor and Desktop Publisher  

To and From the Editor 

mailto:IVLeaguer@gmail.com?subject=Letters%20To%20the%20Editor
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INLAND  EMPIRE  BRANCH   C W C   MEMBERSHIP:   

A  MULTITUDE  OF  BENEFITS 

1. Free entrance into monthly meeting of the Club (in person and/or by Zoom) 

 

2. Free entrance to a monthly Critique Group (when face to face meetings can be held) 

 

3. Free exposure by submitting your writing and photography to our monthly online news journal, FRESH INK 

 

4. Access to monthly speakers on topics encompassing the entire spectrum of the craft of writing 

 

5. Access to other club members, with various levels of expertise, who can mentor you 

 

6. Potential for your writings to be showcased in the Southern California Writers Showcase at 
 www.socalwritersshowcase.com 

 

7. Have your bio, photo, your social media link info, and your published books advertised at no cost on our Club 
 website at www.iecwc.com 

 

8. Membership into the parent California Writers Club statewide organization, of which you may take part and  even 
 participate on their board at www.calwriters.org 

 

9. Opportunities to serve on the board or on committees of our local (Inland Empire) CWC Branch 

 

10. Partake, volunteer, and/or help plan our Spring and Fall Conferences which are provided at little or no cost to 
 all of our members 

 

11. Read the tri-annual CWC Bulletin that comes on-line to you free of charge with news from the other twenty-one 
 branches of the CWC, gaining great perspective about other serious writers in California 

 

12. Camaraderie among other writers at all levels and all genres. All ages welcome!   (Non-adult)-Students are 
 granted a discount 

 

13. Annual opportunity to showcase your work at a IECWC Branch  Open Mic Club event  

 

14. Annual opportunity each January to appear on our Panel of Authors. The panel consists of members who have 
 published the year before. They give advice on their process to publication as well as answer fellow 
 members audience questions, and have opportunities to sell their books on site 

 

15. Annual opportunity to submit and read, or else apply to assist with judging for, the competitive Statewide CWC 
 Literary Review, with readership well over 2000 members and their readers and associates   

    JOIN   or  RENEW   NOW — Deadline is September 30th 

Membership that is Continuous (without lapse) renews at only $45.00 each year 
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A CALL for YOUR 

SUBMISSIONS!  

FRESH  INK :  Stuff about Writing, 

and the Stuff Writers Write 

 

 Dear Fellow IE-CWC Members,  

FRESH INK Welcomes YOUR submissions!   Any genre will be considered! 

Our Club has some amazing writers  and we would love to share your work!    One of the great benefits of 

your membership in this local branch is the available venue of our own online journal, FRESH INK , as a pub-

lication outlet , with submissions open to local IE members only (anybody is welcome to read and share it)   

Our FRESH INK is shared with other Chapters of the CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, the oldest writing club in 

the State, so this is a great way to get exposure.  

We are always accepting submissions from  current members of the Inland Empire Branch of the CWC  

  Submissions will be edited at the discretion of the editor.     

    FRESH INK   SUBMISSION  GUIDELINES: 

*** Please create your submissions in  either a current version of Microsoft WORD  or else in PUBLISHER;  

send them as an attachment  (NOT in the body of your email)  

*** Use ONLY Arial or Times New Roman Fonts, at 12 pica, double spaced, NO other formatting!   

*** Please keep your word count to about 800-1200 words and include your byline within the attachment 

*** To assist your editor in formatting, PLEASE do not use all caps or any special formatting  

*** The Email Subject line should say SUBMISSION FRESH INK   so I wont miss it;  IVLeaguer@gmail.com.   

*** Editor only accepts accompanying digital images that do not violate publication copyrights; send proof. 

*** It will really help your editor if you can possibly get submissions to me by 25th of the Month, but I will       

 use later ones as space and time permits.  

 

 Thank you for being a part of our amazing Club, and we all look forward to your submissions!   

Honor Your Story! 

http://www.FRESH_INK/2020Archive
http://www.calwriters.org

